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A note from Matt Levenhagen:

I want to give thanks and credit to all of you that have helped me grow in my knowledge, in my business and as an individual.  I have made many friends along the way… you know who you are.  I have created some incredible partnerships and alliances along the way as well.
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Introduction
Well you did it…  You have in your possession an amazing collection of content from one man.  Me.
For those of you that know me, you know that I can write and post and chat…  I’m a natural born writer.

Am I the best writer?  No…  Did I take college level English?  Yes.  Did I take creative writing?  Yes.  Have I been writing poetry and a variety of literary things over the years?  Yes.

I’ve always enjoyed writing…

You know what else I like to do?  I like teaching…  I like coaching…  I like helping people!

What you have in your possession is born out of that desire.  The desire I have to help those in need and to provide direction to those that are lost or need an answer desperately.

The trouble is, my content is spread all over the net and entangled in areas that people don’t know about… it is buried in websites.  It is hanging out on my computers desktop and has never seen the light of the internet.

Well… since my goal is to make these words work and help people, I decided that I might bring them out of their hiding spots and create a collection like no other!

Now, there is A LOT of information here.  I do not have it in any real order… you can easily do a search via the function of Acrobat or Word program you are using if you are interested in a particular topic.

I may organize this some more for later versions, but it is a challenge.  I touch on such a wide range of topics, many things are only mentioned once and the categories would be massive!

What I have done to help is organize it into 10-15 page chunks…  it’s designed as a 30 day internet course!  If you are interested in extracting as much as you can from this body of work, tackle it in chunks.  Say I will read 10 pages a day for 30 days until I’m done.
You are going to find my personality, my experience and my knowledge.  Some of the knowledge is from years in business and sales offline combined with online experience…  Some of it is knowledge I have picked up from many of the people that I have interacted with and learned from over the years…

I invite you to join my mailing list…

I had a newsletter called the Web of Opportunity newsletter for a long time…  6 of them are in these pages…  BUT!  I needed to come up with a better solution…  

I am about many things but I want to be more precise and focused…  SO, I am breaking my mailing lists into areas of interest…

I am keeping a very simple general mailing list that will track my movements…  it will simply keep you up to date with what I’m doing AND provide you what we all need most; inspiration!  
Shock & Awe
A simple, powerful eZine

A few times a month I will be sending her out to you… the main goal is inspiration, advice and tips to make yourself and your business fly!

Click here to sign up!
Daily Bites!

I have designed this eBook to be set up similar to a daily eCourse…  so you can choose to take bites of it at a time rather then all in one sitting…

Simply click on the day you left off!
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Wednesday, February 09, 2005

Build a Successful Online Biz - Without Google? 

Now here's an interesting article. There are so many people obsessed with Opimizing their sites they forget one fundemental thing. That you have to have a site with quality content in order to get visitors to come back...

A lot of webmasters spend so much time searching for recipricol links or any links that their site actually could suffer.

The crazy thing is, if we spent more time providing quality content, that would actually in the end result in the making the Search Engines happy...

I'm wouldn't say that SEO is not important. In fact I practice it daily. But this article is a good reminder that there is more to what we do than optimizing... We can not get so caught up in some of the strategies that our website suffers...

You can have all the traffic on the internet, but if you don't have a good, solid content site, the traffic will mean little.

Build a Successful Online Business – Without Google

I hope you enjoy.

This is not a blatant advertisement. This is an opportunity... So bare with me and take a moment to peak at this (This Blog is about opportunity).
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What is this banner about?

It's about a Blog that can make you money!

It is so simple. All you have to do is link to it to make money from all of the affiliate programs within the Blog! You can link to it using a banner like that one above or there is an RSS Feed that you can use to link to it...

I'm All About Opportunity!

And the easier the opportunity the better. I'm a busy guy. I don't have time to attack any other opportunities right now. I am already consumed by the ones I have... UNLESS, it takes little time. Within 10 minutes I was set up and rocking with this Blog...

And the Blog itself is written by none other that Allen Says! Allen has made millions of dollars online over the last 10 years and now he is sharing the success strategies through this amazing Blog.

Don't take my word for it! Just check it out. Click on the banner above and take a look...

It's that simple...
Press Releases 

Press Release's are An Outstanding Tool To Market Your Products, Service's & Website.

Do you have a new product your launching?

Do you have a new service you are rolling out?

Is it a new website?

Whatever it is, let the public know!

You can find more information about this important tool by visiting Web of Opportuity. I have a directory of Submission Sites, Articles and Links to Help. Just follow the link below:

Press Release Information and Directory
Monday, February 07, 2005

Hello Mr. Google 

You know you can't take yourself to seriously... 

Sometimes you have to let loose a little. It's good for you.

I'm having an awefully busy week. I lot of things are tugging at me... Not complaining... Much of it is making me money.

But, ya gotta find time to have some fun in between all that serious stuff that takes up our time...

So... I sat down tonight and wrote something fun. It's a bit of a joke...

It's a note to Google. I'm hoping I can convince Google to give me better rankings...

Note to Google

OK play times over. Back to work...

Friday, February 04, 2005

Time is Short, but Blogging Requires Commitment... 

Spent quit a few hours today getting my newsletter/eZine out... Probably the largest one... Don't worry if you missed it, it'll get into the archive in a few days...

I've settled into a decent routine with the content now. I'm trying to focus in 5 different areas:

Search Engines
Pay Per Click
General Online Marketing
Opportunity Highlights
And Inspirational...

That's pretty much the core... And I may deviate from that if I think it affects the masses...

So if you haven't signed up yet, learn more here: Free Online Opportunity Newsletter

So my post will be short; I'm short of time.

Have a Great Weekend... Relax!

Thursday, February 03, 2005

eZine Advertising 

I actually posted this at AdwordMentor.com, but it seemed like a good topic to post today... So here it is! With a few refinements...

I know others have had success with it... eZines have become very popular and if it's a decent size list, niched, relevant to your product, why wouldn't you be successful at it? You have more control. You know what your audience will be.

Ezines are especially a good thing if you can write an article for an eZine. You establish your expertise and create interest within the article and have a link to your site or product... I like the sites that send out their eZines and post your article on their site (with a link back to your website)... best of both worlds. WebProNew.com does this.

Like anything there is going to be a lot of factors involved... Volume, Quality of the content, how qualified the list is (hopefully an opt in crowd)... not everyone will produce. It's text, it's relevant and targeting a group of people who have interest in what you're doing.

There are places like FreeZineWeb and SwapEzineAds.com where you can track down an eZine related to your product and contact the publisher...

You know you can certainly pay to advertise in eZines, but I personally love FREE advertising. And doing a Joint Venture with someone that has something like an eZine is a perfect way to do it.

You can create an eBook or Report targeted to an eZines readers. To give away! There are a lot of eZine publishers that would love to do that. Why wouldn't they want to give their subscribers something free. It's a great reflection on themselves.

That's how a lot of people build their e-mail lists. They swap advertising or put together mutually beneficial deals.

There's very little investment... just a little effort.

Here's a good article I found about Joint Ventures that somes it up nicely...

50 Benefits of Joint Venture Marketing... 

I just know from my research it's a great method used by many. I wish I had more time to pursue it... I can't do everything.

It's not necessarily limited to any particular product. If there is an eZine related to your product or website, there should be no reason you couldn't get traffic.

I have a newsletter with a growing list. I don't call it an eZine, but it does the same thing... in time, I will seek JVs. It just makes good business sense. If you give me something to give my list that's valuable, it helps us both.

Another opportunity for ya...

Wednesday, February 02, 2005

How to Enter a Forum... 

That sounds silly doesn't it? Why would I have to learn how to enter a forum? I just sign up and post right?

It would seem on the surface to be that easy, but I see a lot of people have a real hard time...

Over time forums create a very tight community. Everyone learns the rules and looks out for each other...

That's the first thing... Read the rules. Different forums approach how you display links differently or even what you can talk about...

The other thing is don't come in gang busters!! Don't try to prove yourself and get to excited about showing everyone your knowledge etc....

Get to know the community first. Hang out for a while. Introduce yourself politely... Usually there is a separate area set aside for intros... And then start browsing.

Get to know the other posters... Remember a lot of these people have known each other for a while. They may even be doing business behind the scenes...

Once you have a feel for it, start helping out.

Helping out... If you have any knowledge to contribute, provide it... Help people with things you know about.

Learn... Read... Learn... Read some more... Ask questions...

Then let it rip if you want to.

The bottom line is very few people can go crazy right off the bat... There is an exception here or there, but usually the community wants to see you contribute for a while before you get bold. They need to get to know you.

Definitely don't provide a sales pitch in your first post... You will getting flaming posts and anger the community. Everyone will see it as spam.

It's just like building any relationship. Easy at first until you get to know each other.

Forums are powerful things. Don't abuse that power. And don't ruin your reputation... 

Tuesday, February 01, 2005

Seeking Joint Venture... 

I am seeking out my first Joint Venture!

What's a Joint Venture? Here's a good article I found that explains what it is and what the benefits are:

50 Benefits of Joint Venture Marketing

There really are a lot of benefits. I haven't done it up to this point because I had other "iron's in the fire" (other projects going).

If someone does happen upon this post and thinks they might have something that would benefit both of us, just contact me here: Contact Matt Levenhagen

Until next time...

Monday, January 31, 2005

Online Business Coaching Has Arrived!! 

Yes, the moment you've all been waiting for! OK, maybe you haven't been waiting for it, but it's still here...

I've been preparing to launch "Online Business Coaching" for months. It will now lie at the center of the "Web of Opportunity" website.

Everything I've been working for is now realized... Almost.

I do have some additions to the program that will come in the next few months.

I am working feverishly on a new eBook about the Internet and Online Opportunity. I will also be releasing an Online Business Plan Guide, a SEO Basics Guide, and a PPC Basics guide... And maybe 1 or 2 other things... Littered with really great info to help you succeed online!

My target date is May 1, 2005. But no promises! I have a feeling I'm going to be busy.

Oh! And whoever takes advantage of the "Online Business Coaching" before the release of the eBooks Package will get a copy of that package for no additional charge!

"Online Business Coaching" also includes some free bonuses and deals on some eBooks related to your endeavors...

Enough Typing. Go check it out!

Learn more at my site here: "Online Business Coaching"

'Til next time... Go Make Some Money!!

Sunday, January 30, 2005

Getting Out The Information Loop... 

This is something I saw being discussed today by some Internet Marketers.

It's regarding the moment you realize that you know enough.

A lot of people get into a trap or "loop" of buying eBook after ebook and course after course looking for the magic formula to success.

I honestly believe some of it stems from laziness. We think this online stuff should be easy... So we search in vain for the easy formula.

Until that day we realize the formula is never easy and that we already know how to be a success online.

I've seen people who have spent 1000s of dollars looking for the magic formula. But they never find it. Why? Because there isn't one. Or when one emerges it doesn't last long; the market becomes saturated with people running after the opportunity and overnight the opportunity loses it's power.

That why I think it is so important to hang out in forums, read all the free stuff out there and then choose a path that is suited to YOU. After you've decided what path is best, then maybe buy a few eBooks related to that path... But commit to it and don't be distracted because you see everyone else running to the New Big Thing.

Everyone's going to be selling you something. All of them will convince you it's the next best thing, but they are just SELLING something. 

I'm not saying don't buy anything. I am saying focus on a specific area and get to work. Don't get bogged down by purchasing every new thing that comes along... This will never stop. There will always be new products to google over...

You need to know when to stop. It's a bit of an addiction, but admitting you have a problem is the first step:)

So take a look at what you have. Take a look at yourself and make a decision to start acting. Start putting your money into your business instead of info products. 

Start today!

Saturday, January 29, 2005

Are You Pre-Selling Yet? 

Just in case you haven't been there yet, I have a page that will lead you to something that will help you tremendously.

Everything we do online... whether it's writing a Blog, posting in forums, writing content for our website, writing articles... it all involves creating a relationship with the person reading your stuff.

Building relationships is what it's all about...

But I can't tell you how many times I see something that captures me by the title or headline and I end up clicking away after the first few sentences. People don't know how to write... they could write for their teachers and professors, but they sure can't write for their audience!

Writing is art...

You will lose a lot of money if you don't learn how to communicate effectively on a level your audience appreciates and can relate to...

So enters, "Make Your Content PreSell". It will be one of the most important investments you can make... and the beatiful thing is the price... it's so cheap and worth a 100X the price.

I talk more about it on my site... Check it out here: Make Your Content PreSell

Write Away!

Friday, January 28, 2005

New SEO Glossary at Web of Opportunity! 

I don't know if you checked this out yet:

SEO Glossary

I've also cleaned up the Webmaster's Tackle Box and will be adding more stuff there in the future:

Webmaster's Tackle Box 

And as a reminder, I have a seperate page just for "What's New" at Web of Opportunity:

What's New?

So Now Your On Top of It...

Frank Kern's Underachiever Pogram 

I wouldn't be the Web of Opportunity if I didn't tell you about Frank Kern's Underachiever Program. It's getting rave reviews...

Under Achiever Mastery

Although he is only giving out 700 of these. It is a little pricey. I believe the cost will be someone in the neighborhood of $1600... eak! But from what I've seen around the web it's supposed to be packed with info and worth it.

Here's An UnderAchievers Blog: BlogSpot

Frank is famous for having made a Million Dollars in one day. This program is designed to the same thing: $1600 X 700 = ?

He probably already has another product he's working on to do it again.

Frank had a small problem with the FTC a while back; obviously he's making his come back... That's the beautiful thing. Once you learn how to make a million dollars, it's just a matter of doing what you did to make it happen again.

So, I thought I'd mention this opportunity to you. I've been keeping my eye out for a few weeks to see what the concensus was in various forums.

I don't know for a fact what it would do for you. And I'm sure the demand will be high.

You may want to keep an eye on Frank Kern though. He probably has more up his sleeve.

Here is something else by him... you can download it here: InfoMillionaire

It's a PDF book about how to create info products. It covers a lot of bases in the short 70 pages. A lot of it's fluff, but you might pick up a few things for free.

Frank has built an image for himself with the help and backing of some well known Internet "Gurus". 

It's all marketing folks. It still has to be YOUR opportunity. It's not going to work for everyone. It's is worth $1600... probably not. You're buying the name.

But hey, if you have $1600 to blow; go for it... You could probably get your money back if it wasn't all that. I would hope.

Go make some money!

Thursday, January 27, 2005

Simply no time... 

How do you other Bloggers do it!?

This is what I get for running multiple businesses, hanging out in multiple forums and running multiple websites...

Not complaining though... better than being bored.

I'll find something more interesting to say tomorrow.

Peace.

Wednesday, January 26, 2005

Sometimes Ya Gotta Do the Challenging Stuff... 

Today I was work on cleaning up my code day at Web of Opportunity. I still have a very long way to go, but progress was made.

I use Front Page for Web of Opportunity. I designed it using it's editor. Unfortunatly the code it produces has issues. And since the beginning of the website I've done a lot of changing, cutting and pasting. 

The home page is refurbished. I am trying to validate it use W3C validator. I still have quit a few errors to correct. But we're getting there.

It's been my priority up to now to just create as much content as possible for the site and worry about cleaning it up later. Well later has arrived.

I think it is important to validate the code. I think it will become important down the road, if not already, for Search Engines. 

Validating and cleaning the code up already helps by getting rid of a lot of bloated code (code you don't need) so the page is easier to spider.

I certainly could see websites getting a boost in the future for having perfect, validated code.

It's a sign of a webmaster that cares:)

Tuesday, January 25, 2005

Have You Written an Article Yet? 

Writing articles have many benefits. There are a number of things you can do with them.

I mostly write them for my websites. But you can also submit them to various article sites. For instance:

GoArticles.com
Ezau.com
EzineArticles.com
Web-Source.net

And there are others. Just do a search in Google for "article submit".

This can do a few things for you: 

1. Bring a little traffic from the Article Websites 

2. It could help boost your PageRank with Google. This is done by providing a link back to your website in your signature. 

3. It can also establish your expertise in a certain area. The more people see your articles the better. It can contribute to your reputation online. 

4. And if you use them on your website as well, it provides great content for your website which also pleases the Search Engines.

There are probably more benefits. But as you can see it's a great idea to do it.

This was recommended to me by someone that's been doing this for a long time. It is an eBook that will show you how to really profit from Articles. Check it Out Here:

Turn Words Into Traffic
I hope this post helped you and inspires! 

Day 2
Monday, January 24, 2005

The Internet Community 

It's amazing really. The longer you hang out online the more you realize how small the internet community is. Sure there are millions of people online, but there are tight communities people hang in...

I run into people I know in different forums all the time. I had someone e-mail me today in a private forum that I've bumped into on numerous occassions at WebProWorld.com... Out of the blue.

It's not the first time. It happens all the time.

That's a good thing. That's part of doing business online. Building relationships... but you also build personal relationships with some. You share personal experiences. You help each other through good and bad times. 

It's amazing.

If you haven't already done so, find a good forum to hang around. There are some bad ones, but if you look, you'll find the good ones. 

Just start hanging around. You'll start to get to know the people. Then you can start participating... or just jump in.

There are forums for everything. Whatever you're involved in. If you got a career, theres a forum for it. If you have a hobby, there's a forum for it.

I hang around mostly internet marketing, tech, and other business related forums.

I don't know where I would be today if I hadn't discovered their power. 

Beyond relationships you can learn endless things. Not just anything. Things drawing from experience. It's better than a textbook. It's interactive. If you ask there is usually someone waiting with an answer. You can search databases of threads that could contain untold information...

Expereince the Power of Forums... Explore and Grow!

Sunday, January 23, 2005

There comes a time... 

There comes a time after you've been online for a while that you realize that you know what YOU need to do to succeed online.

YOU've decided what is YOUR opportunity. You have acheived a level of knowledge that makes the path clear... 

All the little secrets are revealed. It's time to make YOUR mark.

The little games are over. 

All the things you did change; there is a new focus. A new energy courses through your veins.

YOU're more confident then you've ever been. YOU know what needs to be done.

I have reached this place...

Friday, January 21, 2005

A Little Under the Weather... 

I've got the flu. Bummer:(

My wife was sick the entire month of December and I thought I excaped getting it...

Nope.

I'm going to make this a quick post because I'm nautious and delirious. Did I spell nautious right?

Anyway. Linking!

I jump at every opportunity I get to explain this to people. It is very important to understand.

Forget submitting to search engines. It's not necessary. You can get spidered by the search engines faster than submitting to them. In fact, way faster and more often!

How?

By submitting to directories. Or getting any inbound links from websites that already get spidered regularly.

Anytime a spider visits a website, it will follow all the new links off of it. So if your links there, POW you get a visit.

There are many free directories to submit to. Many.

Here is a thread I started at SEOChat.com last year. It has some links to some directory lists that will keep you busy, get you inbounds, get spidered and it will help increase your PR in the process...

Drop Everything! And start submitting...

The fastest way for a new website to get indexed. Just do it!

Wednesday, January 19, 2005

Taking a Mistake and Learning From It... 

A friend I've made online, took some advice I gave him recently. He had been struggling with a website of his. Someone had convinced him to build a website in a real competitive market and drive business to it with Google Adwords. 

His plan was to provide information for the visitor (which he did a good job with) and then send business via affiliate links to merchants. If you don't know what an affiliate program is, it's a way to make money online where you send a visitor to a merchant and if that visitor buys something you get a commission.

Well, he's now, based on my advice, decided to pursue a new website. This time related to one of his interests. It's a more of a niche and I know he'll do much better.

Here some of my comments to him about what he should do with this site:

I know that Adwords thing can be discouraging. Maybe it's just because of the market you were in. 

When I first started out all I did was send people straight to the merchant. I went through site after site before I found profitable sites that converted. Download sites were good, dog training sites were good... but other industries I just wasted my money.

Some I would get 100s of clicks, but I was spending more than I was making...

It's still trial and error with landing pages. You never know whats going to convert.

One thing that's helped me is I make sure that the sites I'm sending people to are professional and reputable. Brand names help.

I also target affiliate programs that have high payouts. $25 or more a sale. That way I know I have a chance of making some money.

I then very rarely bid over 10 cents. Very rarely. Maybe 25 cents.

This is funny. I remember my first day doing Adwords I set the per click to like 5 or 10 dollars!!! Luckily my budget was only $25. I used up the budget in about a half hour! :o 

It's a process. I wouldn't give up on it as a way to drive traffic. You just need a different market I think.

You know a lot of people would be happy with $25 per day. :) 

Now I don't know what you are planning with this new site, but are you considering multiple income streams? Maybe write a fishing eBook to sell or give away (viral). Are you going to write ariticles. Use Adsense? Have a Newsletter?

If you could create a decent eBook and sell it for 25 bucks or something that might work... give 5 or 10 bonuses away with it. Then you can drive traffic to the eBook and if it's targeted, people will buy it and you'll make a decent profit.

Then you can go after the free traffic from the SEs as well. Submit to directories etc......

I think you're on the right track. It happens faster for some than others. Don't give up though. It'll be great someday to live by the net alone. :) 

Take her easy!


Matt



There is a lot of potential online. The best way to insure your success is to make sure you create multiple streams of income.

Doing a combination of things can really help.

Having a newsletter will allow him to capture visitors and down the road convert them to a sale. Not everyone buys on the first visit to your website.

Adsense is another good source of income. You have to have some good traffic to make a lot of money, but I was suprised when I started using it as a strategy throughout my websites. Hey, even if its another 30, 40 or 50 dollars a month, it can pay some of your expenses.

Submitting to directories is a great way to get the Search Engines to take notice. I do not recommend even submitting to Search Engines anymore. You can get crawled by the Search Engine Spider much quicker by getting some links coming to your website. Spiders follow links off of websites. So if a link to your website is on another site that gets spidered, you're all set!

Writing articles can get you a little traffic rolling as well. And it's a great way to establish yourself as an expert in your field. The inbound links also help with your position in the Search Engine Results Pages (SERPS).

Everyone can make a living online. It's takes a lot of hard work sometimes. Many people fail before they find good income, but it is possible for everyone. 

Keep learning. I learn something new everyday. I hang out in forums, read articles, eBooks... I'm continually soaking up information. You have to to keep up with your competition.

Just go out there and do it; I'll see you at the top!

Tuesday, January 18, 2005

Dealing with Jerks 

Whatever you end up doing online, there is no getting away from Jerks. Jerks are everywhere. Usually they think they are better than you are. Their ego drives them to confront people with malicious words and actions...

Most of the time I am pretty good at ignoring them, but once in a while one will get under my skin. Sometimes they say things that are a direct blow at YOU and it becomes personal.....

BUT WAIT! I am guilty of lashing back. I'm not saying I haven't. I need to keep myself in check...

Normally the best course of action is to walk away. Choose your battles wisely.

A jerk can really take you by surprise and make your blood boil. It can make you want to find his physical address and confront him or her...

I think the best thing to do is just take a walk. A break.

If it's in a thread, don't look at that thread again. Sometimes you have to defend your territory or something you believe in, but don't get personal back... Just lay out the facts.

AS LONG as you are in business, you will have to deal with Jerks...

I used to think that people were generally good to each other. I grew up in a small town, in a middle class neighborhood, where everyone helped each other and were mostly friendly. No one stepped on each others toes. No one took advantage of each other...

Then I went in to business years ago and had a rude awakening... There are people that will seek you out and rob you blind... 

Guard what you have. Take every precaution you can to protect your territory.

That Jerk you run into; keep an eye on him or her... Make a mental note. That might be the person that steals from you... They might be just having a bad day, but take note.

The world is full of Jerks and a lot of them have discovered the internet...

SOMETHING JERKS DON'T UNDERSTAND...

Building that type of reputation is not healthy. It will turn people against you that could have helped you. It will keep you from reaching your potential...

Build relationships. Help others. And don't be a Jerk... 

Who is "Internet Money Revealed!" for? 

I just wanted to make a quick note about "Internet Money Revealed!".

I dealt with a situation today where someone was unhappy with this course. And it had nothing to do with anything except the fact that this person was expecting something different than it was.

This course is jam packed with information and help to get you going creating a successful eBook business.

IT IS NOT for someone that thinks they know everything... There seems to be a lot of these people online. They know more than someone that is actually making money at something they are not.

This eBook is geared towards the beginner. I am not a beginner and I am getting truck loads of great ideas and information from this 5 Volume Course. And don't even let me get started with the bonuses that give you incredible insight and information about Internet Marketing and running an Online Business.

This eBook is not for everyone. It is only for those that are serious about creating and marketing eBooks. And for those who want to learn a step by step process to brainstorm, research, set-up and market an eBook.

You may know some of the stuff that is in this Course if you've been online for a while. If you haven't been online, you will learn everything you need to know to get up and running...

As this person discovered you can get your money back if you're disatisifed. 

But honestly, for me I think it was worth every penny. But that's me and I might not be as smart as YOU. But I HAVE been online for a long time and I personally think this is one of the best products I've ever invested in...

Just some thoughts.

Monday, January 17, 2005

Content, Content, Content... 

What if you wrote an article a day? What if you added a few hundred words a day to your website? Could you do it?

Not everyone could. Your brain has to come up with this stuff... Here's an idea.

What is your website about? Is it about chickens? Let's say it's about chickens...

Sit down and write out a list of topics that you could talk about related to chickens. Brainstorm away...

Can't think of anything! Do a search: www.Google.com

Still can't think of anything! Remember that place you used to go to in school? Maybe you still do. That big building with all the books....

The Library! Go to your local library and collect all the books on chickens. Take those books and make a list of all the topics related to chickens.

Now there be a lot of chicken topics. You definitely should narrow it down to a niche topic or two. The more niched the better. You'll be able to target your audience better and the Search Engines will like you better if you're focused.

Now, got your list..... Wait, wait... Bobby, Bobby... Sorry, one of your class mates dozed off...

Where was I?

Oh, yea, your list. Now take that list and put that list in order of relevancy. Focus on the topics that are related to what your website is about? As time goes on you'll add to this list. When new products come onto the scene. When your subject's in the news... Maybe some of the topics will be broken into several sessions...

Then each day grab a topic off your list and write about it!

What are you going to say? Don't worry about it. Just start typing. It'll come.

You have to learn to let go. Relax. Let your mind do the typing.

If you need to, write out an outline first, but then just go. It may not be perfect. You may have to fine tune it after you're done, but you'll have done it! You acted. You'll get better as time goes on.

You don't have to do much. 500-600 words a day would be enough. Just enough for the search engines to find some new content.

Pay some attention to a few keywords. Try to optimize a little for those. In other words, maybe repeat the main words or phrases of the topic a few times. If you're talking chicken feed, mention the phrase chicken feed a few times. Then the search engines will know what your little article or content is about.

You will probably only need to set aside a half hour a day once you get good at it.

That doesn't include making sure the page URL matches your keywords, your meta tags match your keywords and things like that.

You see this post you are reading. When I started typing, I had know idea what I was going to type about!! True story. It came write out of me.

I wrote the Title... Content, Content, Content... And started typing.

How long did it take me? 10 minutes... True story!

Have a Productive Day and a Prosperous Year!!

Saturday, January 15, 2005

Internet Money Revealed! 

A couple of posts ago I talked about creating eBooks. They always have and always will be a great way to create a good income online...

An author by the name of Teresa King just Pre-Launched an eCourse called, "Internet Money Revealed!"...

It is an incredible course that takes you through brain storming a product to sell, researching, setting up an automated system to sell your eBooks and marketing them most effectively...

I won't waste any more space here. I just wrote a review of it on my website. I invite you to take a look!

Find it here: Internet Money Revealed!

More to come!

Friday, January 14, 2005

Think & Grow Rich Review 

I would imagine many of you have already heard about or even read Napoleon Hill's Think & Grow Rich.

It an incredible piece of work the really changed my life at a time I had hit bottom many years ago.

I wanted to take a moment and shuffle you over to a review I did at Amazon.com. Click this link:

A Review of Think Grow Rich

If you haven't yet taken the time to read this classic book, I hope my review inspires you to do so. It will teach you how create a burning desire and accomplish anything you set your mind to.

Have a Great & Productive Day!

Thursday, January 13, 2005

Creating eBooks 

Did you know that you could create your own eBooks and sell them for profit?

This is one of the most dynamic opportunities online. What is the internet for? Well, some would say entertainment. But the main purpose, and the reason it was established in the first place, is to create an environment where you can find information about Anything...

Information!

That's what it is all about. Well, there is opportunity for you. And it's fun! If you like to write. Obviously that's a prerequisite. If you don't like writing, this opportunity is not for you...

Do you have any interests? Any talents? Any knowledge others would find useful? 

There are endless things you can write about that would be of interest to many people online. And if it's done well and marketed right, you can sell your knowledge in the form of an eBook AND make a lot of money.

There are different formats you can use to create eBooks. You can create them as a PDF file or an EXE (executable file). 

PDF is the most widely used format in the world. I'm seeing more and more eBooks utelizing it.

So think about it. There are many ways eBooks can be marketed. There are various ways to profit with them. They have many uses... You could literally give them away and still profit.

If you want to learn more about this opportunity, I have some information and eBooks on my website at WebOfOpportunity.com. Here's what I would recommend browsing:

Lesson 5 of my free eCourse - Selling Digital Products

eBook Farming

eBook Power

Or Tom Hua's Latest, Leap Ahead!

Information is Power. Providing information people need OR want can make you rich...

Day 3
Wednesday, January 12, 2005

Black Belt Strategy... 

No one (online) knows this about me. I received my Black Belt in Taekwondo on February 3rd, 2001.................

I haven't practiced in 2 or 3 years. I became to busy... I regret it and miss it.

I received it here: Chos.com

It was very difficult for me to keep focused for the several years I pursued my Black Belt. I was working Full-Time and could have easily worked all the time...

But I gained a burning desire to achieve the goal. Everything else became secondary... I practiced relentlessly...

We must do the same as Internet Marketers. We must do the same as entrepreneurs.

It can be tough at times. It may seem we don't have enough time. The task may seem to large and the road to long...

But if you focus you can achieve anything... Listen, I wasn't a young pup when I went after my Black Belt. I think I was 28 or 29 years old when I started...

It's especially hard when none of your friends or family are doing it. You're on your own... They supported me, but it was lone effort in the Dojo...

Internet Marketers should adopt a creed similar to what we had at Chos. Internet marketing demands the same mind set...

The Student Creed

1) I will develop myself in a positive manner and avoid anything that will reduce my mental growth and my physical health.

2) I will develop self-discipline in order to bring out the best in myself and others.

3) I will use what I learn in class constructively and defensively, to help myself and my fellow man and never be abusive or offensive.

We are a Black Belt School!
We are Motivated!
We are Dedicated!
We are on a Quest to be OUR BEST!!!

Learn to apply that attitude to marketing and POW you will land a blow that will defeat your opponents...

Tuesday, January 11, 2005

The New Affiliate Policy is Upon Us... 

Tomorrow is the day Google Adwords rolls out the new policy...

There are a lot of Affiliate's that are sitting at the edge of their seats... It's not a stretch of the imagination to assume 100s of thousands are.

There has been a lot of speculation as to what the details will be.

If you ask me, Google could have given us more details. It wouldn't have harmed anything... or would it have? 

If they would have had less notice, then everyone would have been scrambling to change their focus and would have turned off or neglected current campaigns...

AND Google would have lost millions of dollars of revenue.

Ya'll got to remember. Google is a public company now. It's all about the bottom line. They don't care about your bottom line and how it's effected by such a drastic, quick change.

They don't tell you much... they keep everyone in the dark so it protects their income.

But what can one do? We choose to do what we do. No one told you that you had to get into Affiliate Marketing... This is OUR opportunity. We must learn from this and have strategies in place when something like this occurs again.

Again?

Yes, again. If you think that things will settle eventually and never change, you got a BIG surprise coming... Just like the internet, Google is in a constant state of change... I have a feeling this is the tip of the iceburg...

It only takes one new opportunity or a better idea for everything to change overnight.

DO NOT only rely on Google for income. And that goes for you SEOer's as well. 

Have a good one!

Monday, January 10, 2005

"A Tool, A Tool, Give Us One, Give Us One!!!" 

OK class... Settle down... Yes let's see...

Let me go through my...

Hmmmm... What did I do with it? I thought I put it over...

Wait a minute!!! Get over here!! Drop it!! Drop it now!!!

Good boy...

Sorry, my dog was running around with it.

Here it is:

Digital Point Keyword Tracker

What is it?

Well, it's just one of the handiest tools I use on a daily basis. It's more for us SEOers... (Search Engine Optimization = SEO)

You basically enter any keywords for your website that you want to track in the SERPS... (Search Engine Results Pages = SERPS)

All you do is refresh and it will tell you the ranking at any one time for each keyword. It shows the difference (positive or negative) that day and for the week and for the month...

You need to set up an account. It will save them in there for you so you only have to enter them once and refresh...

Very cool if you want to keep track of your keywords and keyword phrases in the SERPS...

There you go...

Oh and you don't have to worry, once I post it, my dog won't be able to get at it...

LOL

P.S. DigitalPoint.com is very well know for their toys... I mean tools. So check out the rest of the site!

Sunday, January 09, 2005

Action Breeds Success! 

Only Through Action will Anything Happen for You!

That may sound obvious, but many people never get anywhere because they don't decide to act.

Some will over analyze a problem. They will over think it. Spending way to much time trying to find the RIGHT solution.

Sometimes the solutions aren't even that far apart. They are all similar and that makes it even more difficult. What do you base the decision on?

Don't FREEZE. Don't become paralyzed. Inaction will not get you anywhere...

A couple examples...

Recently I was alerted by someone that there was a publication that was looking for Blogs... I don't even remember exactly what it was for (A sign of being to busy...)...

But all I needed to do was e-mail the reason my Blog should be included... What makes this Blog special? And then send it out to see if they will except it. Literally a 10 minute process...

Well I could have froze. I could have put it off. I could have been lazy and just did it tomorrow which will never happen as it gets buried under a ton of new stuff to do...

What did I do?

I acted. I immediately typed up that e-mail and sent it!

Will anything come of it? Maybe, maybe not, but it might!

Another example is I see a lot of people trying to decide what to do with this new Adwords Affiliate Policy. I would hate to see people get so caught up in analyzing the problem that they never act... You can ask questions. You should gather enough information to know all your options. But once you do, don't just look at what you've gathered. Pick something and Act!

You have to decide to Just do it! You may fail sometimes. The action may not produce good results... But it will provide results. Even if you just learn from the experience, you sit in a better situation than you were yesterday...

Again, this doesn't mean don't analyze anything. You have to know you're making the right decision. You have to know all your options, but once you do, make the move. Start the ball rolling.

Motivation doesn't come first. You can't sit and wait to be motivated... Action comes first! Act and the motivation will follow...

So look at your problem, gather enough information to make a choice about the solution, and then Act on it...

Action breeds Success...
Friday, January 07, 2005

Adwords Affiliate Policy & Landing Pages... 

As all of the Adwords world knows already, there is a new policy in place for Affiliates...

It's effecting many people who have been simply linking ads directly to the merchants.

To Recap what happened, There has been rumors for several months concerning a major change to Adwords Affiliate Policy... A change that could have dramtic effects...

Here is an article highlighting the rumor:

Google Rumored to Limit Adwords to One Ad Per Page! 

The problem was that it was creating a lot of tension amoung affiliates (including myself). You want to prepare for something like this, but then is this even going to happen?... If it does, it could hit our pocket books pretty hard. 

There was a thread over at WebmasterWorld.com that seemed to leak the facts yesterday: 

New Affiliate TOS 

According to the report it was to take effect the 12th of January. 

WELL, The rumors were true! We'll all got our e-mails, And here we are... with our fly open:)

I have summarized the new changes and provided help for those that need to transition.

All the affiliates that were linking directly to the merchant, now have to create "landing pages" in order to continue to compete with everyone else... a little more work ahead of them (and me).

You'll find the summary and landing page help here: The New Adwords Affiliate Policy

I think this change is a positive one... The Google Adwords Team wants to make the Searcher experience the best possible... and this does that, but there will be a difficult transistion period. And I think many people will give up Adwords because of it. For two specific reasons:

A. Many of them don't know where to start with building a website, webpage, or a landing page. Much less how to write good copy...

B. Conversion rates will suffer. Adwords Affiliates know very well that linking directly to the merchant converts quit a bit more than having people go to a landing page first...

It's a new game.

Leap Ahead! - by Tom Hua 

Just Released!! You are one of the first to know!!

Why do I know you're one of the first to know? Because I am one in a very small group of people that have resell rights to this e-Book. And it was just released Today!!

Why am I so excited? Because I think we can all learn a lot from Tom Hua! Tom started his online adventure back in 1998, while working a regular, high-pressure job at the same time for 11 hours a day! Some of us might be able to relate.

He used the same methods which he gives you in "Leap Ahead" to build a business that already turns over more than $200,000 per year. And he is willing to share his secrets with us! Learn more about Tom Hua Here: About Tom Hua

I also love e-Books! If you haven't visited my e-Book library, check it out here: Opportunity e-Books

They are the perfect medium for anyone looking for information on the internet. Most of the e-Books today use the ".pdf" format which is used worldwide. They are convenient and quickly downloaded.

All the e-Books you find in my Library have been hand picked by me to make sure the content has value.

Side Note:
-------------
I am also in process of writing my own e-Book... I haven't put a date on when it will be completed yet, but keep an eye out:)
-------------

So back to Tom's new e-Book... Tom pioneered a system that is ingenious which has helped him become a leader in this field.

Now YOU can Discover the humble beginnings of this info product genius and learn how he overcame the same struggles you are faced with every single day in your online business.

I invite you to learn more about it. All my e-Books have a page set aside explaining in detail about what the e-Book is all about and most of the time you can also learn more About the Author.

If you do have any more questions than are answered for you on the sales page, feel free to contact me here and ask away: Contact Me

Check out the e-Book here: Leap Ahead! by Tom Hua

I'm confident you can learn a lot from this book. Especially if you're interested in e-Books. Of course, as with all the e-Books I offer, you have a 100% Money Back Guarantee... So you have nothing to lose!

Enjoy!

Wednesday, January 05, 2005

How to Handle an Opportunity You Are Unsure Of... 

If it doesn't cost you any money. If money is involved, you need to take a harder look at it or be more cautious...

Some of you might have heard of a New Search Engine that is being developed by some Big Time Marketers...

If you haven't, you will... I think. If it's ever launched.

It's essentially marketed sort of like what's been coined "Blind Front End Marketing". You don't really know what your getting, but you can't help jumping in, in fear of missing out on something... It encourages you to act, even without many of the facts.

You don't want to be the one to miss out on an opportunity! It doesn't feel very good.

Could this be the NEXT BIG THING? It could. Absolutely. But I've learned not to buy into the excitement. I approach things with caution and weigh the risk.

Could it be bigger than Amazon, AOL or "buying 50,000 shares at Microsoft's IPO"? The odds are against it, but stranger things have happened. Google wasn't always the force it is today...

One of the internet's best minds... You know who Mike Glaspie is right? He's the guy who founded and runs sites like BannersGoMLM.com, BannerCo-op.com, FreelinksNetwork.com, FreeMarketingInfo.biz, NoBSZone.com, MySiteInc.com, NetMarketing2004.com, and several other sites, all of which are easily within the top 1% of all sites visited online.

Well he wants to give us an opportunity to get a jump on the market place. He's letting only certain people know about this. Mostly internet marketers like myself.

This is a pretty exciting opportunity. When it is launched, if it does what it says it's going to do, it would be a Very Good thing to get in now...

That's why I'm letting all of you know about it. Web of Opportunity is here to help you find opportunity. But even I can't always judge opportunities on the surface... but I can weigh the risk...

It seems that for the past several months, Mike G has been working quietly on this project. This project should have every marketer on the planet clamoring for a piece... and that piece is yours for the taking...

...I have more details, but they are kind of strict as to who I give this opportunity out to. Per the an e-mail I received when I signed up:

"Please Matt, no spamming. Invite only your own personal contacts, members, and subscribers. You may not mail to any purchased or rented list. If you spam, your account will be closed and you will lose all benefits. "

So I am going to provide more details to my subscribers in my newsletter... If you aren't on my list, you can contact me here and request an invite: contact me

OR, check out my archive in the next few days here: Opportunity Newsletter Archive. I will be posting the new newsletter for January, 2005 soon...

The thing I really wanted to express to you about this opportunity is the limit of the risk.

The trick is to have an e-mail account set aside for these type of opportunities. Always have an account that is set up just to sign up for things. One that you don't mind getting Spam in. I call it my "Go Ahead and Spam Me" E-Mail Account. There is always that outside chance that when you sign up for something they sell your e-mail address or spam you themselves... but if you have the seperate account, you don't care.

So do what I did. Sign Up using an e-mail address just for this purpose... You never know, it could be the next Big Thing!

Let me know if you would like an invite!

Tuesday, January 04, 2005

Attention: The Opportunity Newsletter 

Important Info for Subscribers to the Opportunity Newsletter

If you are wondering where the newsletter is, I have shifted the date of release to the 5th of every month. It was getting difficult to get it out on the 1st. The end of the month and the beginning of the month are very busy for me...

So you will get it tomorrow.

Also! I have archived all the previous Newsletters. All 3 of them :) I know that's not many, but better than one. You can find the archive here:

Opportunity Newsletter Archive

I hope everyone's year is off to a Grand start! Have a Good Week!

Webmasters... Are you Banned? 

Bali at the Adword Mentor Forum, provided a great link to an article. Here it is:

How to Determine if Your Site is Banned in Google

The topic that this link was suggested for was Cross-Linking. If you have multiple websites (on the same IP) you can get Banned from Search Engines.

Banned means they will pull your website out of their index. So you won't show up in the Search Results. Getting banned isn't the end of the world. It depends on the case. You can correct the problem and find you way back into the Search Engine Results Pages (SERPs) within a few months... but maybe with a penalty. It depends.

If you have a website, there are a lot of things you need to consider and be careful of. Here's some more informaton for Webmasters regarding Google:

Google Information for Webmasters

There are rules in everything we do. It protects the surfer and the webmasters. Without rules, webmasters would be able to manipulate Search Results and render The Search Engines useless...

Monday, January 03, 2005

I'm Back! 

Sorry, I've been gone a few days.

I had to take a slight leave of absense. There's a lot going on. I'll make up for my absense with some extra entries... We'll start here...

If you didn't know, Google surprised all of us with a PageRank Update on the 1st of the year. 

It's been a very good thing for me. Even this Blog got some PageRank; how about that:)

My insurance website (www.iiiInsurance.com) got a PR2 for the home page and almost all the internal pages got PR4! How about that!

And www.WebofOpportunity.com got it's PR2 back... Google took it away from me a few weeks back for no reason.

Now the Webmaster community is trying to figure out what's happened. There seems to be a different approach or some new factors involved in the PR calculation... Here are some threads to watch. One that I started and the other I answered and then got some feedback from some of the guys...

1) Can the King (Content) Be Overthrown by Quality Links?

2) CRAZY PR

More to come!

Friday, December 31, 2004

Entrepreneur Magazine & E-Biz Radio 






Folks! The opportunities online just get better and better. As the technology develops we are going to start to see some real positive things happening.

One of those things is information becoming mainstream and more accessible.

When you can simply tune in to a radio program to learn about your business or flip through archived programs to find what you need and selectively listen to targeted programs... we're arriving. Technology is giving us the ability to learn everything we need to know for FREE...

Entrepreneur Magazine's E-Biz Radio Show is Hosted by Worldwide Brands' Founder and CEO, Chris Malta, and their Business Development Director, Rob Cowie. The Show is Produced by wsRadio.com, the same people who Produce The eBay Radio Show and many other top quality programs.

You will find many of Chris Malta's Articles at WebOfOpportunity.com. I have grown to put all my trust in Chris. He is, in my opinion, the most honest and knowledgeable voice relating to Internet Business Online Today.

He is also a source of some the best, Free, information about running an Internet Business that I've found anywhere. It's well rounded information. Not just designed to sell you something, but designed to teach you how to build a business online... Something I'm all about.

For nearly 30 years, millions of successful business owners have trusted Entrepreneur Magazine to provide them with factual, real-life information to start and grow their new and existing businesses.

Now E-Biz Radio Program will continue that tradition and (this the kicker!) they have also invited several of the best 'Internet Good Guys' to write Articles, Tips and Expert Advice specifically for The Entrepreneur Magazine E-Biz Radio Show. These Experts write new information for World Wide Brands website every couple of days that's designed to help you succeed in the real business world.

Need I say more?! Just check it out. YOU WON'T BE DISAPPOINTED!

Just Click the E-Biz Radio Banner at the top of this post and Start Getting Educated about The Internet Business Today...

P.S. This is only the beginning everyone. Stay Tuned...

Day 4
Wednesday, December 29, 2004

I've joined the Band of Gonzos... finally. 

Short post today; I don't have much time. But I thought I'd let everyone know about the BoG.

I've hung around the place for a while, but I never jumped in until the other day...

Here's my intro:

Band of Gonzos - Matt's Come Aboard

There are a lot of good people here....

Have a Another One of Those Productive Days!

Find your path... Learn from the past... Do business in the present... 

To quote Allen Says:

"Most Warriors already know everything they need to know to make great money on the internet, right now. Whether they do it or not is entirely up to them. It is most definitely in the slicksters benefit to keep you hanging on seeking the next big "secret" while the whole time they are doing what really makes money and has always made money:

1. Building Huge Lists
2. Creating Viral Systems
3. Doing JV's
4. Running Affiliate Programs
5. Creating Information Books, Packages & Monthly Subscriptions

Look at what they are "doing" instead of what they are "saying" you should do..."

Excellent! He has really hit the nail on the head... if that's what you want to do. But don't sacrifice an idea that doesn't fit into these categories. Be creative and innovative.

He is right about looking at what others are doing and not telling you to do. That's a profound statement.

The future: Even online veteran’s like Allen don't know what the future holds. He doesn't see everything or know everything. …  He made his millions in the past, but we're dealing with the present and the future.........

Also…  many of you reading this aren’t going to take the same path as a Guru might tell you is THE way to go…

I have friends that have made millions in real estate. So could I and so could you! What's stopping us? It could be many reasons I would imagine... Education, it doesn't interest you, geography... Not everyone is going to be able to be a Real Estate developer. And not all millionaires have real estate...

Find your path...


Monday, December 27, 2004

Link Building 

Link building is very important in this day of the internet. Here is a thread at SEOChat.com that highlights some great ideas and methods to get those links:

SEO Chat Forum - 14 Link Building Strategies...

Oh, and a thread I started a while back to get you going with directories... or continue going.

SEO Chat Forum - Drop Everything! It's time to start submitting...

More free info for ya!

I'm not alone... 

Great Article:

Running Your Online Business
by Jeremy Gislason

It drives me crazy because I see so many people selling their ideas (or giving them away), and know one talks about the business side of things. I say it over and over again. This is a business.

As the article points out you must do a lot of the same things you would do as an offline business. In this article it talks about customer service and marketing being very important... some things many people ignore and end up quiting or never being as profitable as they could be.

Enjoy the read!

Sunday, December 26, 2004

Providing Fresh Content for Search Engines 

Will adding a little fresh content and updating my home page regularly be a good thing?

I thought this might help some of you that are interested in attaining more traffic from the Search Engines. If you haven't heard about Search Engine Optimization (SEO), you will. It's a great way to get free traffic. It does take time to optimize your site to make the Search Engines happy, but it's time well spent.

A lot goes into it, but I just wanted to highlight something that I posted at the Warrior's Forum. Someone was asking if they should add fresh content to their home page/ sales page. Here's my answer:

If you're interested in SEO (and judging by your PR4, keyword density, anchor text, and meta tags... you are), then yes it could help. (Good job BTW)

Search Engines love fresh content. It's a well known fact that if you provide fresh content to any page the bots will visit more often to pick it up. And if you have more BLs to your sales page, it'll probably be even more beneficial...

I do see a lot of static sales pages which is fine. I think a lot of internet marketers drive traffic a lot of other ways (JVs, ezines, or whatever). Or if your doing Pay Per Click Advertising, you're driving your own traffic...

I personally update my home page several times per week. I have a "What's New!" that highlights any new articles, eBooks, or whatever. Which works great! It helps the Spider Bots find that content. If you write a new article, provide a link (with good keyword targeted anchor text of course) from your front page and the next time the bots come by, they'll pick that article up and index it...

I also have just started a "Some New Thoughts" area on my front page to update a few times a week with fresh content. A good thing for SEs, but also remember... fresh content is also good for your visitors. Giving people a reason to come back is a good thing and making it easier for your visitors to find fresh content is another good thing. Then they can bookmark that home page, come back and in an instant find What's New!

So I know it's important. You've already done a good job with your inbound links and and the PR4 so you're probably visited often by the bots. But I think (if your interested in SEO) you should find a way to create a little fresh content on you home page. Much of it can be static. Just give the SEs something to nibble on...

Good Luck!


Definitions:

PR4 - Google ranks pages by how many inbound links you're getting. PR stands for PageRank. PageRank has a scale from 1-10... PR4 is pretty good. (PageRank Explained)
Keyword Density - All that's referring to is how many times certain words and phrases occur on a page.
Anchor Text - Use the link above as an example... PageRank Explained is anchor text. The link itself is hidden. It's just the text that you see on the page that links somewhere else if you click it.
Meta Tags - This is code embedded in a web page that tells the visiting Search Engines stuff about the page (title, description, keywords)
Fresh Content - This is updating or changing text regularly on a Web Page.
BLs - Back Links - These are links that are coming from other websites to your website.
Static - Nothing changes on that page (no fresh content ever)
JVs - Joint Ventures - 2 or more people get together to help each other promote and make money.
Pay Per Click Advertising - It's advertising you will see in your search results from Search Engines such as Google, Overture, etc.. They call them Sponsored Links. When people click on those ads, the adveriser is charged a few sense or dollars.
Spider Bots - It's a program that visits websites to find content and index that content into the Search Engine's Results pages.
SEs - Search Engines
Nibble On - Giving the Search Engines a little fresh content to index and keep them coming back hopefully...

Saturday, December 25, 2004

Seinfeld & Online Opportunity 

What a parrallel; don't you think?

My wife has a knack at figuring out what I really want for Christmas... I could have received nothing else. Christmas could have come and gone... all I needed was Seinfeld:

Seinfeld Limited Edition Gift Set
All 40 Original Episodes From Seasons 1, 2 & 3!
Including the Limited Edition Script, Seinfeld Playing Cards, Monk's Dinner Ceramic Salt & Pepper Shakers...

She knows I gotta have it all... I'm spoiled:) Actually I just went to go see Seinfeld Live at the Milwaukee Theatre! Front Row Baby!!

The reason I tell you this is I drew a profound connection between the early days of Seinfeld and The Online Business. There is an option to listen to commentary by Jerry Seinfeld and Larry David (The creators of Seinfeld) while watching each episode. I've only watched the first 3 episodes, behind the scenes, deleted scenes, Yada, Yada, Yada... But I picked up on something.

The show really went through a transformation while establishing the characters and setting the pace of the show. As the Creators of the Show were talking they were trying to figure out what they were thinking at the time. "Why did we have those people in that scene?" "That character we decided to recast because..." "Knowing what we know now the pace was way to slow here..."

And on and on. And I realized it's not unlike what we're all doing online!

You choose your opportunity. You might throw up a website. And especially if you're new, you have know idea what you're really doing? Every product and market is different. You don't know if what other people are doing is really working or not. You don't see their pay checks. And even if you did and see their making oodles of money... you don't know what went into that and what they had to do to get their. It's not all about design.

The most important step is to, like in Seinfeld, create your pilot episode. Cast your actors, put together the set, write the script, target your market and go! You don't know if it's going to work at all. There are no guarantees. There are a lot of variables involved. Is what you put together going to create an audience or will it go no where?

It's probably a little easier online. You do have a little more control. You don't have to find a studio that will even run your pilot.... but there is a parrallel.

As time goes on you'll learn what works and doesn't work. You test and test again. If you learn something new, you apply it.

If you're lucky, the audience will love you and you'll pick up another season. Otherwise, back to the drawing board. You may create a 100 pilots, different shows and ideas before you find the one that seals your success.

There is something that you can learn from show business. The most successful producers, writers and actors went through a lot of growing pains. They failed, sometimes for many years, before they found the perfect script, show or movie.

We have to do the same. You have to jump in with your pilot and see how the audience reacts. Go with the flow. The producers of Seinfeld really had no idea in the first few seasons that they would eventually become such a hit... Heck, Larry was freaking out when he had to come up with more and more material... More material about nothing! I can't do this... well obviously he did.

The internet is nothing more than a stage. You need to put together your business, open the curtains, and begin talking... you never know what could happen.

For those who celebrate it, Merry Christmas!

Friday, December 24, 2004

Special Holiday Offer! 

What a wonderful time of year. The spirit of giving is in the air. Right around the corner a Brand New Year of Opportunity awaits us. 2005... Can you believe it!

I'm extending a special offer through the end of the year. Whoever signs up for my newsletter will receive a few free eBooks from me. I'm going to set up a special page of about 10 or more eBooks and you will be able to go there and download the ones you're interested in.

Sign up here: Opportunity Newsletter

That makes it easier for me. Then I don't have to guess what might be useful for everyone. With 10 or more, I know everyone will find something they need.

So go sign up! I'm going to keep track of who does and on the 1st I will send you a link to the secret download page.

Oh! I almost forgot about the 100s of people already on my list... I didn't really forget, I confess.

The offer goes to you as well. Just contact me here if you're interested in this offer as well: Contact.

Have a Great Holiday Everyone!

Thursday, December 23, 2004

New Free eBook Added 

If you're new to the internet and you don't know, content is king when it comes to designing a website and driving traffic to it. If you a seasoned veteran and know that already and need to figure out how to integrate content into your site to generate more income for you, I have a great resource now available at Web of Opportunity.

It's the SBI Action Guide.

This Guide will show how the SBI! total system is a great solution for building traffic easily and effectively -- from brainstorming keywords to mounting huge and profitable Pay-Per-Click Search Engine campaigns, all at the click of a button!

The most recent additions to SBI! include the custom LogoCreator & NavBar Maker and e-zine hosting & publishing, which really makes SBI! Especially effective for service-sellers, whether their clientele is global (around the world) or local (around the block)!

You will get a clear picture of how quick-and-easy SBI! Makes it to execute the strategies outlined in its 10 DAY process.

There is absolutely no prior HTML or Web design knowledge required. So if you're just starting out and don't have a website, you don't have to wait to learn how to code all your pages and use editors etc.

Nor is there any need to learn expensive, complicated site-building software. All you have to think about is great content for your Website and your business... the important stuff. The SBI! Action Guide will reinforce the fact that you don't have to...

· do all the brain-numbing keyword brainstorming and researching 

· know any html, ftp, scripting, or other complicated Web hosting stuff 

· hire any graphic or html or Search Engine experts (SBI! Will even tell you what to do to improve your ranking at the engines!) 

· submit and track all the engines
perform weekly, brain-destroying Pay-Per-Click research and mass-bidding of Web pages 

· All that and you don't have to pay a dozen different companies thousands of dollars to get something that would be far more complex and less effective. 

You don't even have to worry about renewing your domain name! What could be simpler?

So find out more. It's a free download. All you have to do download it, take a browse and pick up some great information if you do nothing else. That's a great thing about this company, they give you a lot of very important information free... There's no obligation to do anything else.

Learn More About It Here...
More to come! 

Wednesday, December 22, 2004

Why You Should Go the Extra Mile... 

Your inconvenience and pain can provide you with Unlimited Power! (Sorry... Anthony Robbins Spin:)

Seriously though... You've heard people say to go the extra mile. It can do great things for you. Your customers will respect you more. Your boss might notice your efforts and promote you. You get the good feeling knowing you did a 110%. Among other things.

You can also receive a phone call, e-mail or letter from a past customer during the holidays! That's what happened to me last night. I received a phone call...

Here's some background. Back in November and December of 2002 I was working on the last project of the year. The last large one anyway.

I had received this project that summer, but do to some delays I couldn't begin work until November. Now I'm in Wisconsin and winter is upon us at this time of year. It was getting chilly.

The original project was going to be a simple roof repair on an addition on the back of a large business. There was some obvious rotten wood. It was an old building that was being restored to serve as a large Barber Shop with apartments above. Big Place.

What ended up happening when we gutted the inside of this back addition it was immediatly obvious we had a major situation. Rotton was an understatement. Over years of neglect this building was missing large sections of support due to rot. After a few meetings and discussions the solution became obvious. This simple repair job turned into a demolition and rebuilding a new addition. Did I mention this was in November?!

So I gathered my crew. Now this was no ordinary addition. It was big. The dimensions were something along the lines of 15-20 feet wide by 45-50 feet long with 12-14 foot ceilings... We had to make it match the exterior of the rest of the building so we installed wooden clap board for siding. The City Inspectors popped in here and there.

Oh, one last thing. It was a flat roof. I put a torch down rubber on it... and a deck. Well, there was a door up there. So you had to have a deck.

So we battled the cold and completed the project in about a month...................

That's the background. I've been in touch with the owner off and on over the last few years. I've done a few smaller projects for him along the way. We actually have become pretty good friends.

Unfortunatly, I've had a very busy year. Not only in my insurance business, but of course pursuing opportunities online! So I hadn't talk to him for a while.

Last night I received a call and shockingly it was him. He called to wish me a Merry Christmas and to see how I was doing. He also wanted to thank me again for the work I did for him on the addition. "Matt, if it was anyone else, it wouldn't have gotten done. Thank you so much for working so hard and completing the project!"

That project did require the extra mile... actually it was probably the extra 100 miles. But I focused and got it done with the help of a good crew I had at the time.

After chatting for a bit, I told him I was picking up projects again. I've actually done a little advertising for Matt's Painting & Repair. I needed some extra cash over the holidays. And surprisingly I've made a ton of money and have projects lined up. With just a little advertising... maybe the little extra money over the holidays will extend into next year! We'll see where it goes.

Well he mentioned to me he picked up another property (he owns several) and he'll call me after the holidays with some projects. 

Now do you think if I would have bailed out on that addition, that he would have called me and I would have more money to look forward to next year? The answer is NO if you had to think.

So go the extra mile!

It blows my mind how many people fall so short of their potential. People complain about not making enough money, failing to find success, or repeat clients and customers. The extra effort you put in will come back to you. You will never have to worry about be short of work. You'll never have to worry about paying the bills.

Everyone has the potential to succeed, but you can't be lazy and you can't do just enough. You must do more than enough.

Go!

Day 5
Tuesday, December 21, 2004

Time Management 

Something to Work On Over the Holidays...

The new year is sneaking up on us. Do you have your New Years Resolutions written out? You don't!? Well get to it!!

I don't either...

But I do know what's on top of my list of things to get better at: Time Management

If you don't know, I own and operate WebofOpportunity.com. But that's not all I do. Here are a few other things I juggle daily:

1. iiiInsurance.com 

2. This Opportunity Blog 

3. I try to regularly hang out in several forums to stay on top of what's going on online. (WebProWorld.com, SEOChat Forum, Adword Mentor Forum, and my latest habit Pheedster.com's Forum.) 

4. I also try to keep up with online news by frequenting websites such as WebProNews.com. 

5. Levenhagen Insurance Agency, LLC (My offline insurance agency where I focus mainly on Life Insurance, Health Insurance, Long Term Care, Disability Income, Annuities etc.) 

6. Tosa Insurance Agency (An agency I run my Property & Casualty business out of... Auto, Home, Watercraft, Umbrella, Business Insurance etc.) 

7. Matt's Painting & Repair - A business I started back in 2001 that changed to MPR Remodeling for a while and is back to Matt's Painting & Repair... I still do replacement windows, patio doors and minor remodeling projects... and do a lot of painting & repair (bet you couldn't guess that:) 

8. My wife 

9. My 105 lb. Yellow Labrador Retriever 

10. My Iguana 

11. My wife's 2 rabbits (that I somehow seem to take care of...) 

12. My house (always a project going here...) 

13. Bowling night... OK, gotta have one night out with the boys!

To name a few things:)

The challenge is managing all this. The only thing that gets me through now is the fact that I work continuously. But, I know there are a lot of things I do that are fluff or unproductive.

My goal is try and Manage my time better this next year. Some things fall through the cracks. I just don't get to certain things and lose money in the process.

My office is a disaster right now. I plan on sifting through the piles of paper and getting my system of organization back. I used to be better, but I changed and added a lot of things this year that never really found a smooth transistion into the flow. I'm a little scattered and I must admit buried.

I read a book 2 years ago that really straightened out my life back then and I'm going to revisit it over the holidays. It has an incredible approach to getting organized. Probably one of the most powerful book I've read on the subject and the most useful. It gives a straight forward plan to get all your paper and other stuff organized into a system. It really relieves a lot of stress when everything has it's place and you have control of the flow. Check it out here: Getting Things Done by David Allen

You might ask why I do so much. That's an excellent question. I can...

I've been in the insurance business for almost 10 years. I started the Painting & Repair business a few years back to supplement my income and it ended up growing into a booming business for a while... until I decided to get back into insurance more... and then decided I wanted to pursue opportunities online. 

I enjoy something about each of my businesses. I do enjoy the online stuff the most. Something will give eventually. I'm hoping that I become wildly successful online and can Blog to all of you forever...

Have a Productive and Organized Day!

P.S. What are you going to do better next year?! If you got a moment, let me know... I always enjoy a comment:)

Monday, December 20, 2004

Outsourcing Power! 

I posted this at the Warrior Forum today. I sometimes see an opportunity to instruct and I can't help myself. This is in regards to me trying to install Awstats with little success.

[QUOTE]

Outsourcing: The act of transferring responsibilities for a process to an outside organization or, in this case, person.

Now if this was a much needed application, it would be installed already. I have several friends of mine that are techs and programmers including my Father. I have friends that work at Snap-On, 2 at Johnson Controls in the IT department, another does contract work, my Fathers mainly a tech that fixes computers and sets up & manages networks... But my main man and good friend works as a programmer for a company called Pronto Progress.

Heres his bio on their website:

...has been with Pronto Progress for 10 years and serves as an Account Manager. being a real technology "guru", John demonstrates his knowledge and abilities in infrastructure architecture, software design, development and training by mentoring Pronto employees and solving business problems for Pronto customers. From Microsoft Exchange and Active Directory maintenance and upgrades to developing complete integrated systems from the ground up, John has done it all. John has worked extensively with all versions of Progress, MFG/PRO, Syteline and .NET technologies. John is also an expert at Syteline implementations and conversions and is one of the chief architects of the Pronto Progress' Quality Control Software. John's abilities extend well onto the shop floor, where he has done extensive integration between ERP systems and Rockwell Automations PLC software for automated machine tool control. 


When they say he's a real technology guru, that's right on the mark. He bailed me out on more than one occassion over the years in various businesses I've been in. My office will be working on a computer problem for days, I'll call in a favor to John, and he has it solved in under 5 minutes.

We used to call him the "Bunny Man" because when he stop by our office to help us he would jump from computer to computer like a maniac... and he made it look like such a simple thing.

I tell you all this to illustrate a point. A lot of very successful people know little about certain parts of their business, but they surround themselves with people that do. I concern myself with running my business. Even though I build my own websites and market my stuff, I don't have the time to go to school and learn all the technical stuff. It wouldn't be a good use of my time... and Time is Money... and my online business isn't my only business. I've learned what I've needed to learn and that's it.

The same goes in any business including the online business. You're never going to know everything so you need to know where to get the answers if you need them. Many of "The Warriors" have already learned they can get answers in this forum or other specialized forums; same thing...

[END QUOTE]

It's a valuable lesson. Becoming good at everything is impossible. Do what you're good at and surround yourself with people that can fill the gaps of your knowledge...

Sunday, December 19, 2004

Preparing for Your Future Online... 

I have a New Article for you to check out that I wrote today:

Preparing for Your Future Online

Don't fall into the "here and now" trap. There is a lot of excitement online about this or that business opportunity. Do it now! Make thousands of dollars over night!

Forget that stuff people. If you think it's that easy, you're in for big disappointments. 

It's not only important to realize that it doesn't happen over night however. You must also understand the opportunity that works for you today might be gone tomorrow.

The internet is changing and developing so fast that you must prepare yourself and inticipate the storms to come...

One of the Key to Success is contained in that aricle above. You must have a "Success Strategy" that is not only going to allow you to be successful today with your opportunities, but tomorrow as well.

I hope it inspires!

Friday, December 17, 2004

WebProWorld.com's early days... 

In my opinion WebProWorld.com is one of the most useful, intelligent and professional forum's on the web today. I just bumped into this thread in the "General: Any Topic" area and it's pretty interesting. 

"Akbigdog" asked some questions about how WPW got started, who started it, etc... The site's admin, Mike, gave us some interesting facts:

http://www.webproworld.com/viewtopic.php?t=33599

I love being a part of this community. I've learned a lot and love helping others in the forum... Right now there are over 51,000 members! It's actually owned by www.iEntry.com. They have over 4 million subscribers to their newsletters. They're affiliated with www.Jayde.com, www.WebProNews.com, and of course www.WebProWorld.com. 

Take a peak if you haven't yet! I talk about Opportunity a lot. Well, this is an opportunity to hang out in an awesome community and learn anything about anything related to the online world... 

A New Article By Yours Truly! 

I write several articles each month. The topics very within a single theme... Opportunity.

I just wrote an article about "Having Patience". It goes into some detail about what mind set you must have to finally succeed at your opportunity.

I have an interesting introduction to this article. You may recognize the conversation. It may sound familiar. So many of us will go through this if we haven't already.

So take a peak. You'll find it here:

"Patience My Friends"

This is one of a series of inspirational articles that I've written. Here are a couple others:

The Road to Success is Built on Persistence
Succeeding Online is More than Just Finding the Right Opportunity
Finding Something You're Passionate About

Finding the right Opportunity for YOU is only part of what you need to succeed. You must also have the right mind set going in. The right attitude means the difference between Happily Succeeding and Miserably Failing...

Enjoy the Articles!

Thursday, December 16, 2004

Vince Lombardi (Former Green Bay Packers Coach) 

"The difference between a successful person and others is not a lack of strength, not a lack of knowledge, but rather in a lack of will." - Vince Lombardi

This is a quote from one of the greatest and most respected coaches ever.

You'll find this quote in my signatures at the The Warrior Forum. I think it makes a profound statement that is easily applied to the online world.

If you have the will or as Napolean Hill would state it, the Burning Desire, you will succeed. Not you might! YOU WILL.

Your knowledge and everything else will fall into place if you have the focus to achieve your goals no matter what your obstacles may be.

You could be in the most competitive market on the internet and surmount your competition with this basic principle. It might be hard work and a long road, but if you have the will, it will be done.

Light the Fire Inside You!

Wednesday, December 15, 2004

The Last Few Days 

There is one thing about Blogging that you all need to know. It takes commitment. You have to decide if you're going to blog once per day, once per week, or every so often. For the sake of those reading your Blog...

I compare it to this. I worked as a bartender for almost 10 years while searching for opportunity. A tavern I worked for quit a few years had a good philosophy that can be applied to Blogs...

In Wisconsin taverns must close by law at 2:00Am during the week or 2:30Am on the weekends. Now if business is slow or you have no one in your restaurant or bar at 12:01Am, should you close?

The answer is no. If you have someone that same evening you close early travel 20 miles to go to your establishment and it's closed, the next time that person wants to go to a tavern at that time of day will go somewhere else... and this time he's bringing 10 of his friends!

You should stick to your hours no matter what... you could potentially lose business. Build a reputation for being there when people need you.

Same things goes for Blogs. If you blog everyday, don't miss a day. People start to depend on it or expect your Blogging. If they stop by and you haven't entered a Blog in a few days, they might not come back...

I'm working on this myself. I just missed a few days. It is my intention to Blog everyday. When I don't, I try to make up for it with a couple postings in one day.

Sometimes what we want to do and what we can do are two different things. I am busy with my businesses so sometimes it's hard to do... it shouldn't be hard... even a 2 minute blirp is better than nothing... I'll work on it.

Take Care!

Monday, December 13, 2004

Submitting to Search Engines... Don't 

I responded to a question recently on WebProWorld.com. The person wanted to increase his PR and get listed in the search engines. He wanted advice on what else he should do besides submitting to search engines and waiting.., and waiting...and waiting!

My response:


I wouldn't waste your time submitting to search engines. You need to concentrate on getting inbound links either through link exchanges or submitting to directories or writing articles to submit.

Once you have links on other sites the Search Engines will find you. They always follow links off the websites they spider. So if you have a link on another website
that is spidered often, they'll find you quick.

You'll probably get indexed quicker than submitting this way. You can submit to SEs like Google, but it's really a waste of time and many of the smaller ones aren't worth the effort... in a lot of cases they are just harvesting e-mails.

And doing all that is Free... 

There is no sitting back and waiting... You Have Work to Do! 


It's very sad to see so many new people online spending good money or time submitting to search engines. It's really useless. In fact if you spend that same amount of time securing inbound links, you have an "automatic spider attractor".

If you have a thousand inbound links, spiders will visit you continuosly just following the links to your website.

When I first decided to market online and try to drive traffic to my websites, one of the first things on my mind was submitting to the Search Engines. In fact for about a 6 month period I was paying a service $50 per month to do it for me!

Then I got excited when I realized Microsoft's Small Business Center could do it for me for $50 per year... until I realized shortly thereafter that was a waste of money as well... although they do have a few good tools to use with the package.

So find some link exchanges, submit to directories (I have a list of free directories towards the bottom of this page: Free Directories, and just seek out inbound links. It's your best course of action. Not only will it bring a little traffic to you by itself, but it will help your Google PageRank and lift your position in the Search Engine Results Pages (SERPs).

The more relevant the site is to your site the better also. Find sites that have the same theme or are related to your websites topics.

One more thing: I have never paid for a link exchange. I'm all about free. There are a lot of other very productive things to spend money on including Pay Per Click Advertising, Classified Ads... just don't submit to SEs. They may be free, but it's a waste of time... and time is money.

Have a Great Week!

Saturday, December 11, 2004

Effective Competitive Analysis 

Article:

Effective Competitive Analysis

This article gives a beautiful breakdown of the steps that go into analyzing your competitors:

1: Identify your competition.
2: Analyze strengths and weaknesses.
3: Look at opportunities and threats.
4: Determine your position.

Before you think about launching a website or developing a product, you need to take into consideration what competition lies out there. In fact, it should be an ongoing effort. Even if you've been in business for a long time on the web, it's something that you have to put some energy into.

The landscape of the internet changes quickly. New competition finds a place in the market and the old competition falls away with lightning speed.

If you really want to compete long term, it has to become part of your routine. You'll otherwise find it difficult to navigate with your eyes closed...

Have a Successful Week!

Friday, December 10, 2004

You Need to Decide! 

Are you decisive?

If you're not, it going to be a long, disappointing road.

I have been online pursuing opportunities now for a long time. You know what? I've made a lot of decisions along the way. Some of those were the right ones, but many were the wrong ones. The decisions we make define us.

There are a lot of opportunities out there that will promise you riches beyond your wildest imaginations. That's great! Except it's not that simple. I don't care what it is, it will take hard work, commitment and Decisions...

As an example, let's say you decide your opportunity is to set up a website to sell golden widgets. How would you approach this. Would you just set up a site and boom the checks will start rolling in!?

No. First you have decide how the website is going to be set up. Are you going to build it yourself? If so, whats best for your website? Do you want it set it up in PHP or do you want to use CCS? What editor will you use? Front Page?

Or are you going to decide to hire someone to build it for you?

How will you lay it out? Do you have a logo? Do you need one? What color scheme are you going to use? Do you know the effect of color on your visitors? How do you decide?

What eCommerce solution is best for you? Consider your monthly volume. If it is going to be over $1,000, a merchant account is usually a good choice. You may consider Paypal in conjunction with a merchant account. If you do consider a merchant account, you also need to look into electronic payment gateways.

Then you have to market the products... Are you going to use pop-ups? Are you going to advertise with Adwords, Banners, E-zines...

What's my Point!? You are going to have to make the right decisions for you business. There are a lot of steps from getting an idea to building the proper platform for the idea and executing it.

Your decisions will ultimatly lead to an end result... Did it work? Are you making money?... or is it a do over?

When you decide to pursue an opportunity, that is the decision that will trigger the rest of them.

You must learn to decide. Indecision will find you broke and discouraged...

Thursday, December 09, 2004

New & Improved Offer 

Dan Lok's "Quick Turn Marketing Exposed!"

I just wanted to provide a quick note. I wanted to let people know about the new deal I'm offering for Dan's eCourse. I think it's a dynamic 2 Hour Audio Course and I want everyone to be able to get it. It provides incredible insight into Marketing Online.

So I have cut the price almost in half. I'm not going to be able to provide the bonuses with the offer, but you will still benefit from the words of this World Famous Million-Dollar Marketer Dan Lok.

To learn more go here: Quick Turn Marketing Exposed!

Enjoy!

Day 6
Why is All This Information for Free? What's the catch? 

One of my talents is predicting what people might be thinking. And I know many of you might have this question on your minds:

Why are you providing all this information for free? Why provide the Blog that gives out all kinds of hints and tips that most people would charge for? Why the free eCourse jam packed with information to help people find opportunity online? Why, Oh Why!? And How?


Well I'm not up to no good if that's what you're thinking.

The deal is, I really believe there is a lot of opportunity online! One of these opportunities is to help people. I have chosen this as MY opportunity...

There are a lot of people out there sharing techniques on how to deceive people. I see it every day. Marketing techniques that look one way on the surface, but are designed to do something else entirely. There are whole industries training people to trick you. They make Nigeria look like a playground (Note: Nigeria is a Hot Bed for scams... they have schools training people how to do scams).

When I first started pursuing opportunities online, I had a hard time finding people or websites I could trust to lead me towards an Online Career. No one talks about this being a Career. No one talks about the Opportunities as a Business.

They give you a product and say to you, "This is all you need to make Millions of dollars online by Next Week!" A lot of people buy into this hype. They don't first learn, observe and research their options. Some of you are so pumped to get going, it blurs your vision and you easily become the prey.

I really do care about what is happening to good people online. You see, I have an advantage over 95% of the people pursuing opportunity online. I have business experience and knowledge! Lots of it. But I KNOW that there are 100s if not 1000s of people every day falling for Schemes that are just designed to steal your money.

I want to change all that. I can sleep at night knowing that anyone that finds my website, will be better off for it. I put together the Online Opportunity eCourse, tools, resources, articles and more to help people get the information they need to make the right choices.

TO MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICES!

I had to repeat that because I just thought of it and it really "hits the nail on the head"! Educated, Informed Decisions about what opportunities are best for YOU. Taking the right path that will lead YOU to success online.

What I truly believe, in fact I know, is that every person that comes into contact with my website will walk away with something that will help them...

So this is my career online and my business.

I provide valuable information for my visitors. I do the research, the leg work, combined with my experience and create a FREE environment to learn.

Now, of course, it would be difficult for me to do all this for Free. It is my Passion to help people online find THEIR opportunity. I have a burning desire to lead people away from the Scams, Schemes and Bad Ideas out there. But I need to make money to buy Food.

So I run this ship like a magazine or other publications. I have a few ads here or there that generate some income if someone clicks on them. I try to make them relevant and helpful.

I have affiliate links intermingled throughout my work. Not all the links are affiliate links, but when I'm on a topic where there is a very good product or service that I believe in, I will recommend it and provide a link that pays me.... but only if you purchase products or services on the website you went to.

Businesses can take a different approach online. Magazines or TV ads are purchased before they run. If someone reacts to them, great! If not, you're out that money.

Well with the affiliate links and other ads that I provide, there is only a cost if there is a click. So let's say for instance you run into one of my favorite opportunities online, and I suggest checking them out. I would say, "I highly recommend checking out WorldWideBrands.com. It's Founded by eBay Radio's Product Sourcing Editor."

Side NOTE: I always focus on products I use, have tried, have tested or are endorsed by people I trust...

You may in turn take a look at them. There's no cost to you unless you find they have a product that you like and want to purchase. If you do purchase something, I get a commission. Then and only then! And you know what, it doesn't cost you any more than if you would had found the site for yourself! I get a commission because I get the credit for sending you there. It's kind of like a Thank You. It's a reward for ME giving YOU good information, advice or a solid recommendation.

So in turn I generate a little income and can continue to provide a quality service to you and any visitors in the future. I can continue to Blog, add content to my website and research opportunities.

So there is no deceiving going on.

The internet is very powerful. Information is at our fingertips like never before. My believe is this information should be free in a lot of instances. There are many exceptions. Many professionals may have techniques or knowledge that they don't want the general public to have access to. They have knowledge that is worth money. I'm not saying that doesn't excist. I even have specialized knowledge that I could charge for...

How else do I generate income? eBooks! I can't possibly tell you everything about everything. I am not all-knowing. That's why I provide you links to other resources (Many of them are Free). But I also provide Exclusive eBooks that enhance the information I'm providing... And I do make a little money with eBooks, but again, that's how I can survive online. I provide good materials, people purchase them... in turn I help them, and they help me.

This is how it all works. I give people what they need. I help them. And in return I continue doing what I love... Helping people.

When I started this post, I hadn't planned on saying all that, but I think it is important to say. I was in a zone and the words were flowing so who can stop it:)

It's hard to trust people online. There are a lot of bad people that are ready to run with your money, but I want to prove that I'm one of the good guys.

I'm trying to make a living doing what I love. I love computers and the internet. I love building websites and tinkering around with code. And I love helping people. This is the perfect environment for me... this is MY opportunity.

I'll probably make a few people online nervous with this format. Many people make a living providing information that you have to buy. But as I look around, I see more and more ways to get information about, just about, anything for free.

I may in the future create some niche eBooks etc. that I will charge for. I'm considering setting up more Coaching opportunities. Maybe even a more enhanced eCourse.

So I'm not saying that I won't create informational products and that everything I do will be for free. But for now I will continue on course....

Stay Tuned!

You can never have enought tools... 

As a webmaster, you can never have enough tools. Here are a few I've run across recently...

SEOChat.com - Here's a whole list of stuff you can use by one of the best SEO websites on the Web (in my opinion). Some of the tools include: Keyword Tools, Meta Tag Generator (helpful for those who are new to this stuff), and a Meta Tag Analyzer (analyze your comptition for some ideas).

Webmaster-Toolkit.com - All kinds of simulators, tools, generators and analyzers.

SEO-Guy.com - More of the same...

DigitalPoint.com - Digital Point has are really cool keyword tool that's pretty useful.

I do want to issue a warning regarding some of these tools. Shy away from those that require downloading. Especially if it's from a source you don't know. You could do a lot of harm to your computer. These little programs can contain viruses, spyware, you name it!

Most of the tools are harmless. I like the ones personally that you can run right online. If you're wandering why someone would provide a tool for free, it's simple. It give people a reason to go there and re-visit in the future. They are pulling you in with a free tool knowing that many people will explore deeper into their site where they offer other products and services (that are charged for).

A few more things for you to have fun with:

SEO-Scoop.com - SEO Lingo!
Botspotter.net - What are Spiders? Need info... this is a good place to start.
GrSites.com - The best darn graphics site I ever did see!

Everything that I do with my website is generated by a free tool. Even the graphics, buttons and banners. Sometimes the websites providing the tools require you to have a link to their site in return for using their tool, but for me that's not a problem and is certainly worth the trade.

That's all for now. I have links to a lot more SEO Tools & Information in my Webmaster ToolBox. Check it out here: Webmaster's Tackle Box

Apply yourself. Get all the education you can, but then, by God, do something. Don't just stand there, make it happen.
-Lee Iacocca

Tuesday, December 07, 2004

Opportunity Newsletter... 

If you haven't joined yet, don't let another month go by!

Find out what's new, what's happening, and what's going on...

I'll give you tips, advice, and inspiration...

I have a new sign-up. Go there to learn more and try us out!

Click Here to the Web of Opportunity Newsletter Sign-Up!
Good Luck with All Your Endeavors!
Additional Notes on PageRank (PR) 

My last post I discussed the obsession with PageRank and the need to avoid it.

In the end, PageRank will help your position in the SERPs.... "Then how's it not important?", you ask. It's important, but it should happen naturally. That's my point.

PageRank is volatile and changes just like all of Google Algorithms. Google is in a continuous state of change so if you are obsessed with figuring something out, by the time you do, it's no longer a valid conclusion...

So how can you make it happen naturally?

· Create good content and people will link to you without you even asking! 

· You can seek out exchange partners. If you do, make sure their website compliments your sites theme. Google has a love affair with relevancy. The more relevant a site is to your site, the better. 

· Many have concluded that a sites PR will rub off on you. So if you link to a PR5 site, that will help... But only a little bit. I think it's something like .00001 % of that PR that rubs off. It's very minor. 

· There are other factors involved in calculating PageRank that no one knows except Google. But willing to bet, that much of it is do to the quality of the websites linking to you. It's not how many sites that link to you, it's the quality and relevancy that matters. 

· Bad sites linking to you will not hurt you. Many people have the impression that they should only get inbound links for PR5 or better sites. This is hog wash. These will help you, but the lesser sites won't hurt you. If that were the case, your competition would link to you from 100s of crappy sites to bring your PR down... 

I may have more thoughts to come about this topic. But I had these on my mind when I got of the shower this morning. Sometimes I have to empty my mind to make room for new ideas.

Have a Productive Day!!

Monday, December 06, 2004

Don't Let PageRank Cloud Your Focus 

There are more things to worry about than PageRank...

If you don't know what Page Rank (PR) is, these links will introduce you:

Google Technology
http://www.webworkshop.net/pagerank.html

People have been trying to figure out how PageRank works for a long time. I've seen people debate on & on in forums. Articles have been written...

A lot of time is spent speculating. The thing is, no one really knows anything. Sure we have a general idea, but that's it!

We know that it takes into consideration the Inbound Links to our website. We know that the better PR the links to our site have the better. We know relevance is a factor. But beyond all that, it gets fuzzy.

Google doesn't tell us, so she forces people into a feverish debate about PRs importance, validity, and uses. Google isn't dumb. They know what's happening and they're changing their algorithms to match it.

People are making money selling links if they have sites of a PR5 or better. If you have a PR9, you could get rich!

The problem is for the average Joe, PageRank should be the last thing you're worrying about.

Here is an exert from one of my posts at WebProWorld.com:

PR is a small thing really; I don't believe it effects your bottom line
directly. At least not as much as people assume. I can have great PR and a
terrible product, service or content... I can be at the top of the SERPs and not
convert any of the traffic to money. 


Some people get it, but a lot of people don't. If you get so rapped up worrying about something like PageRank, the rest of your business will suffer.

Here's what I mean. To get a good PageRank you need to fish for Inbound Links. They have to be a relevant site to the theme of your site. You want them to have some PR themselves. So you spend time adding links, submitting to directories and participating in link exchanges and adding more links. Then you worry about the placement of those links.

Then you need to make sure the anchor text on the links to your site has keywords relevant to the keywords on your site. And it goes on and on and on... You may even pay good money to get links from other sites!

WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN? In 6 months Google throws PageRank out the window just like they did with keywords in the Meta Tags and BOOM, all that time wasted. People cheated them by spamming them with keywords in the Mega Tags and now people are cheating the system with Unnatural Inbound Links...

You see this was the original idea. The more links coming to the site the better. That means that site is more important. But now you have links coming into a site, not because it's important, but because they have more money to buy links than you and I.

Many more games are played to improve PageRank. People have caught the "we're going to cheat to win" fever.

So what should you be doing then? The basics. Optimize your sites. Work on your keyword density's. Make sure your meta-tags are in order and set up properly. Validate your websites code at W3.org. Most importantly work on your content, your sales copy, and improve the design of your website. Make it user friendly. Improve your products and services. Build a community. Write articles and publish newsletters and e-zines...

And Market your Business!! You should be spending 75% of your time marketing... Not tweaking your website. Get out there and get business. Spend some money on Pay Per Click Advertising, get ads in some e-Zines, work on joint ventures... Get your eggs out of one basket. Build multiple streams of income and multiple layers of advertising.

There is so much more we need to be doing. Don't get caught in the trap. People will frenzy like they have with PageRank and, like sheep, we will follow them to the slaughter.

Enough said.

Opportunity Coaching Revealed 

Well, there is a little excitement occuring at Web of Opportunity!

If you haven't been here in a few days, I'll catch you up...

In case you don't know already, I sell eBooks as a member of eBookWholesaler.net. Every month eBookWholesaler.net comes out with a couple new eBooks. Many of them are written by online Gurus and offered exclusively through eBookWholesalers.net's members.

One of the recent releases was an eBook called Quick Turn Marketing Exposed!

Anything that I offer on my site I review. I make sure it is worth the money and provides valuable information for my visitors. So I opened Don Lok's eBook, Quick Turn Marketing Exposed! and WOW! Did it blow me away!

It's actually set up as an Audio eCourse. It's a few hours long and packed with great Marketing Secrets and Techniques.

Well, I have since added some bonuses to compliment the eCourse. One of these bonuses is Free Opportunity Coaching.


Your probably asking, "What in the World is Opportunity Coaching?"

I have a lot of business and sales experience. I've have been involved in several joint ventures and businesses offline and online. I still am of course... So I have a lot of knowledge to tap into.

I've been marketing online and studying Opportunity Online for a long time. The research I've done and the experience I've gained online combined with my off-line business experience is a Powerful Combination.

This combination offers my a Unique Ability to think outside the box. It offers me the ability to deliver something that others can't. My experience is unique to me. I have learned by doing. I have a Masters Degree from the "School of Trial and Error".

There are a lot, and I mean a lot, of people online throwing a lot of Hype at people and they will never deliver! They don't have any real world experience. They're just copying what someone else taught them to do. They are a product of another person's ideas... Cookie Cutter Gurus.

Another problem you will run into is many of these Online Experts are in tight niches. There is nothing wrong with that, but unfortunatly, that clouds their vision. They don't see the big picture and they won't teach you the big picture. They are just interested in selling you their niche product or service.

I, on the other hand, have had my hands in it all. I take what I need, I learn what I need to know, and combine that with my Business Instincts.

I mention this quit a bit and it's true. This is a business. Unless you approach it that way you will fall flat on your face. You will never achieve long term success. You might get some success for a while, but things change rapidly online. You need to be set up to counteract that change.

This is where I come in. I will give you a foundation of knowledge to apply to your Opportunity. I will teach you the skills for a long term strategy...

Learn more about how the Free Opportunity Coaching works here: xxxxxxxxxxxxx

We'll chat soon. Have a productive day!!

Edited: Opportunity Coaching is not being offered for the above product anymore... Sorry. 

Sunday, December 05, 2004

I can't control myself! Thank you so much Don Lok! 

I know I just posted on this a few days ago, but I'm freaking out.

I cannot believe how much Don has revealed in his Audio eCourse to me. If you are at all interested in writing better sales copy (copywriting), you want to improve your marketing skills online, and learn the "ins" and "outs" of selling anything online, YOU must get Don Loks eCourse.

Please take a look. There is no risk, at all, I promise! I guarantee this thing personally. You will use PayPal.com to get this eCourse. It'll be very easy for you to get 100% of your money back within 90 days... But, you won't have to. I would bet my reputation on it!

Many of you reading this are saying to yourselves, "This guy is just trying to sell me something. Why should I listen to him?"

You can learn all about me at my website, but don't believe me. Read the testimonials from some of the Top People in the industry.

I have included a personal introduction to this Audio eCourse on my front page now (I'm that excited about it). Please go read that first and then click the link to read more about Quick Turn Marketing Exposed and read the testimonials!

Click Here for My Home Page: WebofOpportunity.com

I have designed my website to introduce people to real opportunity. Well, I just discovered a REAL opportunity to learn a lot about how to Market a Business and Sell online (and offline)... I'm very proud to be able to offer it to you.

Thanks Again Don!

Day 7
Saturday, December 04, 2004

Testimonials... 

I am not usually a big fan of testimonials. Many times they can be distorted. A lot of them are in trade - one for another... Of course, they'll say something positive to get a positive one back.

They could be friends, other webmasters, or even made up completely... Who really verifies the source?

So how does one secure a testimonial that can be verified?... How can you be certain the testimonial is sincere?

On the other hand, I would like some testimonials:)

So if I have helped anybody in any specific way or you have positive thoughts about one of my products (including my Free eCourse), please comment on this thread or send me it here: Contact

I may not use all of them, but if I think it will be helpful I will include it on the website (or even here!)

You can use the testimonials here: Quick Turn Marketing as an example. Picture's are welcome as well. It's a good way for you to get a link to your site as also! Maybe even a little traffic.

Thanks!

Special Announcement:

You must get Don Loks eCourse!

The intention of this Blog is not to be an advertisement. It is meant to be a place about opportunity. Much of what I reveal here are tips, ideas and information that will prepare you for success. But it is about opportunity and I just experienced something that I know for a fact will help anyone in the online game.

I test everything that I provide at my website. Everything you see involved research or has been confirmed using various methods to be a real opportunity or resource.

This one really blew me away! There are many things you can do to prepare yourself for real success online. But one of the most important things you need to do is learn from the experts. Learn from those that are doing it. Learn from those who have created wealth doing what you are doing! Don Lok is one of those guys.

If you're doing any marketing online, plan on starting an internet business, or you even have an established business, this is a must have eCourse. It's an audio interview with one of the most ingenious marketing minds that I've listened to.

If you are looking for online opportunity, this will give you the foundation to capture YOUR opportunity. It will show you how to approach your business. It will give you insight on the most important things to focus on to succeed online.

This is unusual for me. I don't normally get this excited about an eProduct, but I just got done listening to Don and WOW did it open my eyes. Where was this when I was just starting out!? Don has a straight forward, hard core approach to business. He doesn't hold back anything! His honest, no nonsense interview will have you going away a new and energized entrepreneur (Like I am right now!). You will learn a lot.

I believe this is such a powerful eCourse you will be 100% satisfied. If for some reason you aren't, I want you to e-mail directly here: Contact Me I will give you 100% of your money back and write you a personal handwritten apology wherever you are in the world! 


Check it out here: Quick Turn Marketing Exposed!

Friday, December 03, 2004

The Trouble With Forums 

The trouble with forums is the medium is imperfect. We have to rely on one of our senses to interpret our communications with each other. Our sense of sight.

You have people from all over the world. Different backgrounds, different educations, different values, different attitudes, and different personalities.

The medium itself is expressionless. Expression and body language are big parts of communication. Many forums have used smilies as a means to express yourself better by giving the post a mood. There are many little notations you can add to express your mood or reactions. Unfortunately even those can be misinterpreted easily by different people.

There is also the writing experience of the poster that is a factor. There are different levels of posters - beginner to advanced all mixed together. There are different styles of writing influenced by education or geography.

Every forum has rules that can be slightly different from one to another. One will allow a little self promotion and another will prohibit it. Sometimes it's a fine line to follow.

A large issue is the fact that we often depend on the number of posts a person has to determine the validity of statements or intentions. Many posters with a few posts are in awe of those with thousands. If you have 3000 posts, you can say something about anything and have an impact whether it's based in truth or not...

The volume of posts alone cannot determine intelligence or the experience of the poster. One person can have 100 posts of pure brilliance. Each post composed of profound thoughts, well written comments, smart ideas, and relevant information. Another can have 4000 posts which are composed of nothing more than fluff. Most contributing little to the forum.

Someday I hope to see a universal method that stretches across all forums. Create a way to document a persons journey and experience in forums. Essentially a fingerprint that can be implanted in the posters profile. A stand alone database that can be accessed for information on this poster. That combined with some new innovations to help communicate...

Is it a size factor. The larger the forum the easier to control. I don't think so. It's the management of the forum. The Admininistrators or Moderators are in control. The trouble is some forums lack leadership. I've seen, on several occasions, forums destroyed or at least wounded, because of the lack of control. Then regular people in the forum will try to act as police and it will mushroom into a war.

The Admin or Mods need to police the halls. They need to control the crowds. It can happen fast. One second all is calm. The next, the forum is on fire.

A Policing Presence is so important.

Also there must be a clear system of conduct. Clear to anyone stepping foot through the doorway. There also has to be a clear discipline policy that is followed to a "T".

It's not an easy task to keep things together. This is especially true for a newer forum. Unless you already have a team of people in place you can trust to control things, it's a crap shoot.

So, know, if you are considering starting a forum for any reason, it's not as easy as just uploading it to your server and letting the visitors have at each other. You have to have a game plan. It has to be well thought out. Try and recruit some people to help you out with it.

This is if you have the traffic and expect a lot of signups. If the process is slowed it may be easier to control on your own and people will grow with the forum. But if you dump hundreds of people from all over the world in a short period of time... look out!

And lastly, it does depend on the topic of the forum. If it's a forum about Scams, you will attract the scammers as well as the people trying to get help. If you create a forum for hungry entrepreneurs, expect some conflicts. If you have a forum about the Care of Rabbits, you'll probably be safe. Certain topics will attract certain personalities.

Just some thoughts about the subject I had on my mind. It's interesting. Forums have become a good way to create community. So I know a lot of people are considering doing it. You just have to know that it will take some of your resources (i.e., time) to manage it. This isn't a thing that can just put up and forgotten about...

Thursday, December 02, 2004

YES!!!! 

I fixed my front page! It's now perfectly uniform and centered.

I changed some of the content and design as well. Check it out: WebofOpportunity.com

If you are new and wondering what I'm talking about, I had a Front Page issue. It was really messing with me the last few days.

Front Page wanted to create a thick border around my Home Page when I tried to change some of the formating. I couldn't get rid of it. I even deleted the page and started over... really strange!

Well, once again, trial and error prevailed. Now I can move on.

Wednesday, December 01, 2004

Who needs an opportunity? 

Attention Opportunity Seekers!!

As you may or may not know, Web of Opportunity is the webs Hot Spot for REAL opportunity. There are no gimmicks, no Scams, Schemes, or Bad Ideas. This is the real deal.

We have spent thousands of hours scouring the internet for opportunities. We have presented them in various places on our website. The eCourse contains the cream of the crop! We are not here to give you 10,000 opportunities. We are here to give you the BEST opportunites.

We research, investigate and test each opportunity for validity.

This is a business people. All the hype online trying to get your money for that get rich quick scheme is garbage and a waste of our time. We are here to revolutionize the way people approach opportunities on the internet.

Web of Opportunity Leads. Web of Opportunity is redefining the way things are done. Web of Opportunity has only begun...

But, that's not what this post is about. This post is to reveal something new and exciting coming your way...

Web of Opportunity will unveil in the next few months it's own opportunity!

There's one catch. The opportunity is only available to 100 people. There are reasons behind this. It makes it more valuable and controllable.

So keep your ear to the ground... the trains coming!

P.S. A good way to stay up to date with this opportunity is to subscribe to the Web of Opportunity Newsletter. Go to our home page and sign up today. Don't miss the train...

A few new things to check out! 

I wanted to take a second and point out some new stuff you'll find at Web of Opportunity.

What's New?
Marketing Area - New & Improved. You always want to check back once in a while, I'm adding new things all the time! I even have a Marketing News feed here now.
Link to Us Page! - I've made it easier for people to link back to me. I have a page dedicated including the code you can plug right into your HTML. It also talks about the benefits of link exchanges... that's worth checking out no matter what!
Keyword Suggestion Tool - This tool will show you the results of your query from both Wordtracker and Overture for determining which phrases are searched most often. FREE!
Press Release Links & Information - Learn everything about how to make press releases drive traffic to your site.
Lesson 4 - Selling Services Online - Lesson 4 has some new content and a link to a free eBook that give you a huge amount of information about building a Site That Sells.

New e-Books
Affiliate's Master Course ** Free This 10-DAY course focuses 100% on helping you, the affiliate, succeed. It leads you, step by digestible step, day by day, through a flawless process...
Quick Turn Marketing Exposed - Dan Lok is an ingenious marketer. It's a wealth building eCourse that you should at least take a look at.

New Articles
What's All This "RSS Feeds" Business? - There is a lot of talk about RSS Feeds lately. This page will give you everything need to know and the resources to use them.
About "Adword Mentor" - I am currently a member of this Pay Per Click community. I highly recommend it. Pay Per Click can do amazing things for any business. It's an ingenious marketing tool.
Succeeding Online is More than Just Finding The Right Opportunity - I take you beyond the opportunity itself. These are things YOU need to do to make any opportunity work. Without these things your road to success will be infinitly harder.

And a newsletter comes out later today. If you sign up for my newsletter, you'll get them on the 1st of every month. Just go to my home page. There is a form in the upper right corner: Web of Opportunity.

Keep coming back! There's more to come...

Front Page Drives Me Crazy... Sometimes... 

I create all my website's using Front Page. It gives me complete control. I control the design of each page. I can update the site in seconds.

I purposely learned how to design my own site. I purposely learned HTML and bits of other languages for myself. It is a great feeling to create something from the ground up and see it succeed. And I don't have to dish out money for someone else to do it.

2 things I use to create my websites:

1) Front Page
2) & Register.com

Now back to "It Drive's Me Crazy"! Front Page has these little quirks that can push you right over the edge.

I was trying to clean up my home page. The formatting has always been a little messed up. If you look closely (today), you'll see that the some of the frames are not quit centered. That's because when I created it, I some how managed to put a frame within a frame...

That unfortunately spread throughout my site. I used the first page as a template. I've fixed most of them. I just didn't mess with the home page until today.

Let's make a long story short. I spent over an hour putting everything into a new page with the correct formatting. I cleaned the Home page and pasted the new code in it....... it's done right? No.

I uploaded successfully and took a peak online. For some reason there was a thick, black border around the page! Where did that come from?

I went back into Front Page and it wasn't there. It took me over an hour fiddling around before I gave up. I couldn't get rid of it! It was a nightmare.

I ended up deleting the index/home page. Luckily I had backed it up..... by the way, Good Lesson. Let's turn this into a lesson for all of us.

Earlier this year I accidentally deleted a huge portion of my site. I DIDN'T HAVE IT BACKED UP. Now that was a nightmare. Everything gone. Content gone.

You better believe I have everything backed up now! If I'm doing any major work, I back up my site. Otherwise I do it weekly.

Remember that folks. BACK UP!

Front Page I love ya, but you drive me crazy!!

P.S. I do realize it's no different than any other software on the planet. They all have quarks. Sometimes you just have to learn to live with them.

Friday, November 26, 2004

How Useful Are Blogs? 

Blogs are sweeping the internet like a brush fire. They're everywhere. Everyone is jumping on the idea.

But, why do we do it? A lot of people do them for fun. They just use it for a journal maybe to share amoung friends. Some might have a small community with their website and it's a great way to provide fresh information, news and ideas.

You can have a Blog directly on your website or, like myself, take advantage of Blogger.com's free Blog Service. It still compliments the site, there are a lot of bells and whistles and it's very user friendly. Actually there is a way to put this blog from Blogger.com directly on my site... I may or may not do it. We'll see.

A large number of people are told that blogs are great for the search engines! And they are. But content alone won't find you at the top of the SERPS (Search Engine Results Pages). 

I answered a post from someone recently regarding Blogs being listed in search engines. We were debating if Blogs were treated any different just for being a Blog. Here is one of my responses:

It will take time (to find your way into the search engines). And a Blog probably isn't treated any different than a regular website. You have to have good Inbound Links, keywords etc, etc... 

And regarding if blogs are treated any different than regular websites:

This is probably one of those questions that only Google knows and will just become a rumor... 


I don't think they are treated any different. You just have to treat them like you're optimizing a website.

Have a Productive Day!

This Adwords Tool Will Save You Time & Money! 

I just discovered this tool. I couldn't contain myself. It is going to save me so much time... and it's cheap!

Click Here: The Save You Time & Money Tool!

It will take your lists of keywords and add quotes and brackets around them. And if you do a lot adwords campaigns, you'll understand it's value:)

Enjoy,

Knocking The Mythology Out of Affiliate Network Marketing 

I just found this article I thought might help some of you. Just click on the link below:

Knocking the Mythology Out of Affiliate Network Marketing

One thing I continously do is look for good information, ideas and opportunities. I'm in a continuous state of research. Anyone that is in any technology field needs to understand the education will be ongoing for as long as you are in that field. It's that way with computers and it's no different with the internet. 

One of the best ways to stay updated with information is to subscribe to some good newsletters including mine! If you're interested you can sign up from my home page. There is a sign-up form in the upper right corner of the page: Web of Opportunity Home

The above article I'm referencing come from Site-Reference.com. It's a great newsletter. I recommend subscribing to it if you are into trying to make money online.

Enjoy the Article!

Tuesday, November 23, 2004

There is So Much Opportunity Where Do I Start!!? 

There is so much exciting stuff happening online. The internet is bleeding with opportunity! It's ridiculous.

Personally, I'm having such a great time with what I'm doing online. I've come a long way, but there are so many things I want to do personally online, but I just don't have the time to do it... 

That got me thinking. How does a person decide what to do. It's especially difficult if you're a newbie on the internet and know very little about what's going on! Some of you might have just learned how to turn on your computers last week.

I remember when I first started looking for opportunity online how overwhelming it was. You do some searches and there's 100s of sites trying to tell you their way is the only way. Do it now or you'll miss out. Make $100,000 by next week... just give us $500 to get started.

Yes, it's pretty confusing. That's why I started "Web of Opportunity". I realized how much of a need there is for direction online. There are so many people trying to scam people out of money. There are so many traps set for the unlearned surfer. There are so many dead ends...

I had a little better time of it because I come from the offline business world so I'm tuned in to the reality that everything is not as it seems. I know what questions to ask when I'm presented with an opportunity. But I can imagine it would be very easy for someone to take a wrong turn if they have no experience in the business world at all.

So how do you find real opportunity online? What are the steps you need to take to get there? Here are 10 things that a person should do to help them find their Opportunity, capture it and succeed at it:
1. The first thing you need to do is Study and Learn everything you can. Start with my Free eCourse. It’s designed to give someone an overview of what’s going on on-line. It’s built to draw you a picture of what is possible. It will help lead anyone to THEIR Opportunity. The minutes someone takes to take the free eCourse will save them 100s of hours bumping around trying to sift through all the useless information online. I’ve done it for you; I’ve spent 1000s of hours online seeking opportunity. 

2. Invest in some good material related to what you are doing. I have many good materials that I suggest threaded throughout my Free eCourse. Many of these will refine you’re skills and build your knowledge beyond what you’ll find for free out there. 

3. Figure out how to find stuff. Search around the internet using the Search Engines. Type in a keyword for anything you want to know about (i.e., Google.com, Yahoo.com). 
4. There are a lot of good e-Books out there as well. Some you’ll find at my e-Book store. A few are free! Again find some that are related to your goals. But, be careful. Don’t buy into people selling huge packages of e-Books for pennies. Most of these are a waste of your time. They’ll contain old information, broken & corrupt files, and many are just advertisements in disguise. 

5. Sign up for some forums related to your business and marketing strategies. Some to consider that I hang around are: WebProWorld.com, seochat.com, Associateprograms.com, AdwordMentor.com. 

6. I also suggest creating a business plan. Think everything through. I talk more about this in Lesson 1 of my Free eCourse. 
7. Dive In! Once you’ve weighed your risk Just Go For It. You need to decide what you can risk to pursue this. It is just like any business you might start. You need to have a contingency plan, an exit strategy, and Money & Time to lose. Nothing is guaranteed online. 
8. Be wary of people trying to sell you an opportunity with a good sales pitch. They’re trying to sell you. You need to understand that not every opportunity is YOUR opportunity. There might be many successful people doing well in something, but it’s not for you. It depends on your talents, education, and goals. 

9. Dig in! No matter what you read elsewhere, understand that this may not happen overnight for you. The people that are very successful online have been doing this for a long time. The reason they are successful is because they out lasted their competition. Think of this as a long term business effort. That’s not to say you can’t make money right away, but don’t expect to get rich in the next few months… it can happen! But it’s rare. 

10. Have Fun!! You know what? This is true. You need to enjoy what you are doing. Find your passion. Find something you’re interested in. Then specialize in that area. Focus you’re energy. If you love cats. Sell cat stuff. Build a website about cats. Start a cat forum. Become an online cat guru.
So the bottom line is, you can find success online. But it will be work. No ones going to deliver you an automatic cash machine to make millions of dollars. Well they might offer you one, but they won’t deliver.
I think if you followed these guidelines, you will stand a better chance of succeeding online. One additional note. Find your Niche. Become an expert. Create a better product or service than your competition. And stick with it. Failure is not an option!!
Day 8
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Adwords: Asking Google for Exceptions 

For those of you who are involved with Google Adwords campaigns, here is a little, quick tip for ya.

I just set up a new campaign today. When I initially submitted it Google did not except it. I had used a trademarked name in the ad that was unacceptable to their policy... normally. 

This isn't the first time I've experienced this. I've received exceptions in the past in similar situations. You just never know.

If Google turns down an ad, you have the option to ask for an exception. If you think there is a chance they would, ask for it! 

Sometimes their policies are blanketed. But they are implemented for specific reasons. If your intentions lie outside of those reasons, they could very well let you run the ad as is.

In today's case I was using a trademarked name in the ad. I was actually not selling anything specific to that name. It was a title for an article . The trademarked name was part of the title. They excepted that.

So it goes to show you, Google does have a brain and a heart!

The Internets Never Ending Gold Rush 

This is in response to question posed, "Is the Internet Gold Rush Over?"

QUOTING MYSELF:

I agree with everyone. I believe the "Gold Rush" will last until someone replaces the internet with a new medium... About 10,000 years from now.

I look at the internet as being a reflection of the off-line world. It is and will continue to be a dynamic environment. Everyday someone is inventing a new product or technology that will spin off 1000s of niches.

And remember this, there is an effect that I see rarely (if ever) communicated...........

Turn-Over.

Even if you're in a crowded market, people drop out of that market daily. Stick with it long term and you will float to the top. 

And I also think that the same crowded market can vanish from relevance when you come in with a far superior product or service.

The longer you're in the game, the more you learn, the better you become... failure is not an option. 

Enjoy the Ride!

END QUOTE

I'm very passionate about this. I think there is a lot of opportunity online. I just think a lot of people don't have the direction they need to capture it...

And I wanted to add: The internet is not going to go away unless something better replaces it down the road which would probably only create more opportunity for us... I believe that the internet and off-line world will merge and create huge opportunities in the years to come. And remember, it's growth into the global sphere has barely gotten off the ground. There is a whole world out there that hasn't even jumped on board the World Wide Web!

Hang in there... It's a number game! 

This is something I posted on the Warriors Forum after having a small, short drought. I hadn't made a sale for a longer than average period. I finally made one this day and had to communicate how I felt to someone. It sort of developed into more than that...

QUOTING MYSELF:

I just want to say, I love this internet stuff!!

To all the newbies out there that are just getting started with their online businesses and haven’t seen the first sale yet or anyone that’s having a streak of bad luck... I just wanted to take the time to tell you to HANG IN THERE.

There is nothing better than being in business for yourself. I’ve been my own boss for years. I own my own insurance agency; I had a remodeling business a few years ago… I’m so conditioned to working on my own that I think it would drive me crazy if I had to punch a clock again. Getting up without an alarm clock every day is so nice.

It is so exciting when someone actually spends money on one of your products. You've worked so hard on your website or choosing the perfect affiliate programs that are going to offer the best products at the highest commission. It's great when you see that hard work pay off.

My main product is affiliate programs. I’ve been doing PPC for a long time, but once in a while I fall into a rut like I have been the last week or two. It’s a little worry some, but I keep doing the things that I’ve always done. 

I keep my eye on the ball and don’t let up.

I stick to my routine. I work on my site, I write my articles, I fine tune my PPC campaigns and add new ones, I study SEO, I learn from e-Books and Forums about the online business, and just systematically work the plan... yes, I do have a plan.

I’ve been a salesman for a long time. I’ve been an insurance agent since 1997. There is one thing I’ve learned from my sales experience that can be translated to online world:

Numbers.

Numbers. It’s all about numbers. I sell life insurance. I work with a couple different brokerages and can literally quote 100s of companies for any one person in minutes. I use various lead systems to find prospects.

About 2 years ago I hooked up with a lead program to sell "Mortgage Life Insurance" This one company really had an incredible system that really drove home the importance of knowing your numbers...

Here were my numbers selling Mortgage Products: If I got 10 leads per week, made 75 phone calls, I would set 5-7 appointments, and make 2-3 sales... Consistently. It’s a numbers game. It never failed. If I was making $5000 per month I could double that just by doubling the leads and the phone calls… of course it probably helps to be a good salesman also. 

MY POINT: It’s the same way with online business. If you see X number of people, you will make X number of sales.

This is why I don’t worry. I can predict when I am due. I know my numbers. (i.e., I’ve had 300 clicks without a sale, I normally get one sale every 200 clicks... I'm due!!)... Maybe that's why I like PPC, it's a numbers game.

I’m certainly not making 1 million dollars a year online (yet). But I know it’s just a matter of time. More traffic = More sales

If I consistently work my plan and stick to my routine I will realize success... actually a nice 6 figure income would be sufficient. 

And so can all of you! It may not happen overnight, but it will happen if you’re persistent.

I could write an eBook, but I just wanted to take a few minutes and communicate my experience...

I’m off a fresh sell after a short drought and still have the residual adrenaline effects running through my body. So please forgive me.

Stick with it everyone and I’ll see ya’ll at the top!!

END QUOTE

Sometimes I get in the zone and right something profound...

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Running Multiple Ads in an Google Adwords Campaign 

One of the best tools that you have is the ability to create competing ads in Google Adwords.

It's a very, very smart thing to do. By playing around with multiple ads, you can get better click through rates. Some things you can change in each ad:

1) Change the capitalization of various words. You can't capitalize all the words, but you can capitalize the first letter in words. This will attract more attention.
2) Changing how your URL reads can attract clicks differently. You can capitalize the words of your URL (i.e. WebOfOpportunity.com). Google will also allow you to change the end of a URL to show various ways (i.e. /becareful, /BeCare)
3) Try different keywords in your ad. This is a good idea anyway. Keywords in your ads and URL's will attract more clicks... They'll be highlighted in the search results.

All you do is go into your ad group and click on create new text ad or image ad. 

Then you create your ad. Google will automatically deliver your ads evenly. Whether you have 2 or 20 ads running for that ad group (although, in most circumstances, I would keep it to 2 or 3 ads at one time) 

The percentages will be close. Within a couple percent. 

Adwords can be fun and challenging. With patience, hard work and experimentation it can be a lucrative effort!

For information about how to make money with Google Adwords, I highly recommend checking out either of the following:

1) Perry Marshall free 5 day e-mail course
2) Google Cash

These both have helped me tremendously. With their guidance I have realized a good income with Google Adwords!

Have Fun!

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

About Using Trademark Names in Google Adwords 

Why is competition a bad thing? Competition creates an environment that creates better products and services... 

Someone might ask:
A competitor of mine is bidding on my trademarked name. What should I do!?


Be better. Beat them with price, quality, service, marketing or whatever else that will make you stand out from your competitor. 

Adwords shouldn't be designed with limits. It's what's best for the person clicking. Isn't that Googles idea? Relevancy. They are supposed to reward for that. The more clicks your getting, the more relevant you are, the higher up the ranking you go. 

In order for Google to provide the best service they need to open up the field and let the players compete. 

Google wins because they are providing better results. 
The Clicker wins because they are being provided the best results. 
And the adverisers win, because it challenges them to be better...

Just because I have an ad in the Yellow Pages next to other competing businesses doesn't mean there's a trademark issue. A keyword is like a doorway. It gets you where you want to go in the results with your advertising. 

The trademarked name is the key for that door. You're not advertising until you get through the door... that's when the trademark issues should start. The ads in the results (no trademarked names in the ads is exceptable); not the keywords, they just got you where you want to go. 

So, IMHO, spend your energy on becoming better instead of worrying about your competition... 

What Inspired Me to Start This Blog? 

I frequent quit a few forums. Forums such as: WebProWorld, The Warrior Forum, SEOChat, among others.

Once and a while I say something that I think would be helpful to my "Web of Opportunity" community. So instead of trying to send people to each forum I thought it would make sense to post my post's here and add additional comments that I think will help everyone that visits this blog.

There are also a lot of topics that I would like to cover also that I think would be perfect to tackle in this Blog.

My soul reason for creating "Web of Opportunity" was to have a place for people to come to learn how to find their opportunity. I also want to provide helpful resources and tools that will aid everyone in their journey to online success.

My goal is to have this Blog to compliment "Web of Opportunity" and create a place for fresh information and ideas to have a voice.

If I run into anything that I think is important for those looking for opportunity or pursuing it, I will announce it here. Any new opportunities I find or tools that will help people build a better website or market their products or services better will be found here.

Any news I think is important or my views on various internet topics will also find their place here...... so basically anything goes. Whatever I think is important to all of you will find a voice in this Blog.

My next post will contain the inspiration. It's something I commented on today regarding Google Adwords.

Thanks for your attention and welcome to the "Web of Opportunity" Blog!



Wow!!  That’s it for the Web of Opportunity Blog at Blogger.com!!

So now what?

Well…  I’ve done other blogging yes I have…

Come along with me, that was just the beginning of Matt’s Year of Content!



III Business Blog!
Yahoo! Indexing New Sites via Whois Data?
Sounds possible…

Yahoo! Indexing New Sites via Whois Data?
I got this reading the SERoundtable Blog.

It’s been speculated that Google is doing the same thing… That means that you could be indexed before you want to be indexed.

Of course, they can use other data from WhoIs as well like measuring the age of your website…

Interesting I thought…



It’s a Good Day to Launch Your Product or Service
Are you frozen in information overload? Are you waiting for everything to be perfect??

Well stop… focus… and launch.

I know how it is. You want everything to be in line… you want all your ducks in a row.

Some of you are simply shy or scared to put yourself out there…

Listen. People that get ahead in business make mistakes. The people that get furthest ahead, learn from their mistakes!

Obviously you don’t want MAJOR flaws, but if the core content and functionality is there… Just Launch It! You can always follow up with upgrades or new versions for those who bought.

Error = An Opportunity to Learn

Yesterday I bought a new domain that will talk to many of the issues we have in trying to bring an idea to the launch stage and beyond. 

You know what? I’m not even sure what medium or form this site will take!! I just launched it… [image: image3.png]



www.JustLaunchIt.com
And would you believe people are actually signing up to be notified of the launch of a future truley informational and inspirational product… that they know nothing about?

Now that, my friends, is interesting.

-Matt Levenhagen 



C.O.I.N. Applied to Adwords!
The Campaign Blast Method Revealed
by Matt Levenhagen 

——————————————–

Attention Adwords Experts OR Newbies!

To date, I have sold over 135 of the reports I’m about to present to you.

Because it has helped and inspired so many, I have kept the package alive and have expanded it’s reach!

The sales page can be found here:
C.O.I.N. Applied to Adwords
You’ll have to read the sales page above to get the true value of these 3 reports… Read the testimonials by Adwords experts including Jeremy Wilson! Owner of AdwordMentor.com. I will be improving and continuously updating this package. So get it and always be alerted of updates and get them for for no additional cost!

There is an Affiliate Program
I am running the affiliate program through Payloadz.com. For those of you not familier with Payloadz:

About PayLoadz
I use them exclusively for the sale and delivery of all my products… including this one. They work very tightly… seamlessly with PayPal…

You will see my product listed in the Payloadz Store here:

Payloadz Marketplace
Note: There is a place on that page for testimonials. Would sure be great if you contributed if you have read the reports! [image: image4.png]



Here’s how you sign up as my affiliate… Just go here:

Affiliate Code Generator
I have set it up to give you a $15 commission per sale. The 3 Reports are now $29.95.

So whether you want to learn some great techniques to find profitable niches and to make GREAT money with Adwords OR you are looking for a good affiliate program, I offer you “C.O.I.N. Applied to Adwords“.

If you have any questions about my product or the affiliate program, comment below!

-Matt Levenhagen 



CSS, Accesibility and Standards Links
For those CSS junkies out there… You know who you are! [image: image5.png]



Or anyone else that wants to learn about Cascading Style Sheets, here is a sweet resource my friend Rocky at the BoG dug up:

CSS, Accesibility and Standards Links
And by the way… if you haven’t been to the BoG…

The Band of Gonzos: Holy CSS Zeldman!
Fun place… a wild and crazy bunch. Smart developer talk with a spin of good old fashion non-sense and fun rolled in!

-Matt Levenhagen 



Matt Cutts: Dashes vs. underscores
Matt Cutts (AKA GoogleGuy) a Google software engineer explains if we should be using an underscore or dashes in our domain names (URLs):

Matt Cutts: Gadgets, Google, and SEO » Dashes vs. underscores
This has been a question on the back of my mind forever! Which to use?

Of course… I had a 50/50 chance and I commited myself to the underscore…

BUT from a VERY good source above, I’ve been wrong. [image: image6.png]



It probably hasn’t hurt me 100%, but… it may have a little…

In any case, from now on dashes for me… even though I think the underscore looks better. [image: image7.png]



A lesson learned is a good thing.

-Matt Levenhagen



Day 8
Google’s Custom Home Page Gets Even Better Today
Here’s a post I just made at the Band of Gonzos regarding Google’s move to compete with Yahoo’s Home Page…

Google’s Custom Home Page Gets Even Better Today…
If you haven’t seen Google’s customizable Home Page yet…

Google’s Home Page
It’s pretty sweet. Today they added more news options, bookmarks and most exciting…

RSS FEEDS! You can do a search for one and add it or enter any you have in mind.

You can also show your gMail account right there on your Google Home Page now and keep track of your incoming e-mails.

Maybe not totally business related, but we’re taking a time out…

It’s just plain cool. [image: image8.png]



Mostly because it is my Search Engine of choice… and I always dreamed of Yahoo & Google merging some features.

-Matt Levenhagen 



Making Money Online: Tangible Products
I’m reaching back into the vault and picking up where I left off… One of my first posts to this blog simply covered some basic roads one can take to Make Money Online…

I’ve already covered Pure Interenet Marketing, now I’d like to touch on Tangible Products a bit.

2) Selling Tangible Products

You can sell anything online. There are auction websites like eBay that will give you a huge market to sell to. OR you can simply set up a stand alone website and market your products that way. eCommerce is BIG business.

I am willing to bet that most people that come online think they are going to find a way to sell some sort of tangible product. Something physical and solid… Something they might have to warehouse. I could be wrong, but that seems logical doesn’t it?

If you first jump online, you know nothing about what a digital product even is, much less affiliate marketing, adwords, adsense…
And honestly I also believe that many of us get sucked away from the thought of selling the tangible products for the allure of making big bucks with the digitals and other pure marketing methods.

BUT! There is GREAT opportunity to sell and make great money with physical products as well!

You can either create your own products and have a product warehoused, you can buy products in bulk to resell OR you can simply do something called drop shipping! Drop shipping allows you to sell products without having to warehouse them. The warehouse keeps the products and if someone buys from you they ship it for you and it looks like it’s coming directly from your warehouse! Pretty slick!

There are tons of ways to approach this type of business. 
You can sell on eBay, Amazon.com, or many other sites devoted to products…. or you could simply build your own website and market it on it’s own…. or do a combination of both!

We are not dealing with many limitations online. We are only truley limited by our own imaginations.
A lesson in my free Online Opportunity eCourse really goes in to more detail and depth about this side of online business. I encourage you, if you are interested, to check it out. It’s a quick read:

Here: Lesson 3 - Selling Physical Products Online
The only drawback with physical/tangible products is the labor end of it. You do have more to manage than some of the other online businesses out there that go virtually on autopilot… but if you are not afraid of that, go for it! Someone’s gotta do it!

And I would never discourage you to go after something you’re passionate about.

I don’t care what your idea is and what you decide to do. If you think you have a good idea, and you’ve done the market research to determine there is demand, and you have room to make a profit, go for it! There’s nothing stopping you.

Some additional resources on this topic:

  Starting Your Internet Business Right 

  What is Drop Shipping? 

  Auction Genius Courses - Includes some free courses on how to sell on eBay! 

  What Should I Sell Online? 

That should be enough info to get you a feel for this opportunity. 

You know the bottom line is this. You can find success online. The opportunity out there on the net is HUGE! But the only way you will find your success online is by doing one thing… Acting. Action is the only way it will happen for you.

Hope you found this post informative & helpful! 

-Matt Levenhagen 



Podcasting with WordPress
Holy Crackers! I just discovered how you and I can create a Podcast easily using our WordPress Blogs! It’s a beautiful thing… if ya got a WordPress Blog. [image: image9.png]



Check This Out! Podcasting with WordPress
I’m actually going to duplicate a post I had made at the Warriors. I had posted because I wasn’t sure that it could be this easy… my conclusion:

Yeah, it honestly does look that easy! I just listened to the audio tutorial he has and it goes into a little more detail. I like how he’s using the internet archive for his files to save on bandwidth…
And he recommends either creating a special category and give out that RSS feed OR setting up a stripped down version of WP to just handle your podcasts so you aren’t sending people who subscribe to your podcast your regular blog posts…

And basically you just reference the URI for your podcast in the body of your post… when you publish the post WP will loop through the body of the post and it will grab that URI and it will create an enclosure in your RSS feed referencing that URI.

Good job WP! Dang, I thought I was going to have to buy a ‘how to’ eBook or something to learn how to create a PodCast, LOL.

Now I just need to thing of something to talk about! 

BTW, for more information about Podcasting:

PodCasting - Looks Like it’s Here to Stay!
-Matt Levenhagen 



Building Profitable Relationships
You may be missing out on an incredible opportunity… an opportunity that is very, very overlooked by many, many people with online businesses.

Are you acting alone?

Are you trying to do it all yourself?

“I know what you’re driving at Matt”, you say. “You want me to hire someone to do some of the work I’m doing. You want me to outsource… You want me to hire an outside marketing firm to handle promoting my business.”

“I can’t afford it!”, you say…. or whatever excuse you come up with…

Wrong, wrong and wrong. That’s not what I’m driving at. 

And it doesn’t cost you anything. 

Have you considered partnering up with another business? Have you considered doing a Joint Venture with another business or entrepreneur?

Take a hard look at what you are doing… now look around the interent. What businesses out there could benefit from a relationship with you? What businesses might be able to do something in trade with you? 

There might be someone out there with an e-mail list… if you have one as well you could advertise in each others and expand your e-mail lists… grab each others subscribers!

You could write an article or report for someone that has a newsletter related to your website or business. 

Believe me. The sky’s the limit.
You can also take on projects you never dreamed possible if you find an individual or a group of people that have the same goals you do. Like minded people that care about what you are doing… and have resources you don’t have access to. Knowledge that you can tap… or can they tap and use yours in trade?

How do you find them?
They are everywhere… forums are an exellent place to begin. Get involved and you might have people approach you naturally. I have…

Or if you find someone with a situation that suits you, send them a Private Message… If you have something that could help someone, help them.

Building relationships online can give you more opportunity and help you reach heights you never dreamed possible… And you can learn and grow in the process.

You could also simply just start searching through Search Engines or Directories to find sites that might benefit from a relationship with you. Just e-mail the webmaster and see what happens!

I know doing it alone is easy. Doing it alone keeps things in control… but sometimes if you give up a little control… sometimes if you open your eyes and look for a partner, BIG things can happen.

True story.

-Matt Levenhagen 



Extrodinary… This Internet Business
This internet business. Did you know you can make money online? Legitimately. For real. No joke.

I didn’t believe it myself a few years ago, but here I am. Making money…

Seriously though. There is so many things going on online it’s just remarkable. The environments we find ourselves in change so rapidly it’s a wonder how one can keep up… but keep up we must.

There are many things one can do to make GREAT money online… BUT you can have the greatest opportunity there is sitting in front of you, but the success we all have long term relies on two things: 1) Persistance 2) The ability to adapt.
That’s the environment we’re in. Do not expect what you are doing today will be valid and productive in 3 months. Don’t shy away from new ideas and tools that arise daily.

Always look for ways to enhance what you are already doing, but don’t give up… focus. Stick to your guns. Have the ability to change course, but don’t be so quick to change ships…

The people I see that struggle and fail online… it’s not that they haven’t found the ONE thing that’s going to make them money… it’s because they float from one thing to another. The never fully develop a product or effort. They don’t find their expertise.

There is an extrodinary amount of things one can do online… but it’s your approach that will pull you through. It’s the routines and rules one sets for themselves that will make it happen.

Do you have what it takes?

-Matt Levenhagen 



The 10 Best Resources for CSS
If you’ve been thinking about CSS or want to learn more OR haven’t a clue what it even is, here is a great article and list of resources to help you out:

Click Here: The 10 Best Resources for CSS
CSS is a great way to code. It let’s you do some interesting things and also lightens the code on your webpages by enabling you to have an external file with a bulk of the code used on the page. You just have simple scripts to call the code and the rest of the room is for you text.

The Search Engine Bots have an easier time crawling your pages as well.

Worth checking out!

-Matt Levenhagen

This entry was posted on


Wired News: Blogging + Video = Vlogging
Holy Crackers! Vlogging… this is becoming crazy! AND no, I didn’t misspell that. I really meant to type “Vlogging” and not “Blogging”.

Read about it: Wired News: Blogging + Video = Vlogging
You master or do one thing and then another thing comes along to overshadow it or make the decision ‘what to do’ more difficult.

BUT! it is good to have options.

There are so many interesting things going on and many of these trends or techniques offer YOU and opportunity to stand out and make people take notice.

Want to be on the cutting edge? Do you want to impress your visitors and fellow marketers online?

Launch a video blog!

Interesting article above. Check it out… 

-Matt Levenhagen



Dynamic Drive DHTML(dynamic html) & JavaScript code library
If you are looking for some unique scripts for you website, check out this gem:

Dynamic Drive DHTML(dynamic html) & JavaScript code library
These are free original DHTML scripts and components to enhance your website… make ‘em go Wow!

-Matt Levenhagen



A Band of Brothers - Ayn Rand Admirers at The Atlasphere
This was sent to me from a fellow entrepreneur…

A Band of Brothers - Ayn Rand Admirers at The Atlasphere
Just an exellent article about relationships between business people and the special bond we have and our special journey together…

-Matt Levenhagen

P.S. Thanks Ron [image: image10.png]





CodingForums.com- Web coding and development forums. Get help on JavaScript, PHP, CSS, XML, mySQL, ASP, and more!
WOW! I think I hit the jackpot!

I actually was browsing for some information about .htaccess and found this great Guide:

Comprehensive Guide to .htaccess
But there was a link to this forum…

CodingForums.com- Web coding and development forums. Get help on JavaScript, PHP, CSS, XML, mySQL, ASP, and more!
Wow! I think there might be a new username showing up there in the future. They have included a lot of turorials within the forums and have a pretty decent size member base to draw from…

Cool stuff!

-Matt Levenhagen 



PodCasting - Looks Like it’s Here to Stay!
I’ve been meaning for some time to post about Podcasting and I actually was going to make an article page devoted to it… still will, but do to lack of time it may be sometime yet.

At the same time I want to mention it because it is growing in popularity and it might be something for you to look into for you business…

Wikipedia’s Podcasting Explanation
Podcasting is a method of publishing files via the Internet, allowing users to subscribe to a feed and receive new files automatically. It became popular in late 2004, intended largely for downloading audio files onto a portable MP3 player. However, listening to podcasts does not require a portable player and it is not traditional “broadcasting” to a mass audience at a fixed time.

Many online marketers (and probably some offline) are looking at this is an opportunity… an opportunity to provide another service to their clients or create a whole new service to attract and audience.

You are simply recording a broadcast that you can give people an opportunity to subscribe to via RSS.

You can create Podcasts that can be listened to by anyone at their convenience. They can listen to it on their desktop or on their iPod… Powerful stuff.

I’ve been watching this to see if it would take off for about 6 months now. About a month ago I noticed Rush Limbaugh (the popular radio host) was setting one up on his site… I thought… that could be the spark the ignites. Then I saw CNN with one!

A lot of internet marketers are talking about it and it’s potential.

For more information:

Podcast Directory
Podcasting News
Apple iPod Info
Free PodCast Receiver
Wired News Article
Those should get you started in understanding what it’s all about… it looks like it might be here to stay.

Check it out!

-Matt Levenhagen 



The Online Opportunity eCourse ReWrite…
HaHa! I’m working on it. I’m not completely done with lesson 2 yet… I have more fine tuning and I want to lace it with some more avenues and information. But it’s coming along!

If you don’t know already I run WebofOpportunity.com. It’s my baby… the heart of the site is a very comprehensive eCourse that I’m currently redeveloping. Nothing fancy or hypy. Just solid information….

If you’re interested: Lesson 2 - Internet Marketing
Fun stuff! It’s so amazing what one learns from year to year. I wrote this course a long time ago (in internet years, lol) and it’s interesting to feel the surge of new ideas and the process of redoing it is revitalizing me even!

I really think over time this eCourse will help so many people. That’s my intention. Like I say in the lesson, I really could charge for it, but I really want to keep with my original intent. To have a place for ANYONE no matter their financial situation to have good guidance and direction online.

Well, I hope everyone’s having a Great, productive day. 

Take care and keep at it!

-Matt Levenhagen 



Day 9
The Game is On!
OK! This is just getting good! What am I excited about…

Opportunity. It’s rising… for YOU and for ME.

I will admit. I have way to many projects going on at the moment and I know I’m not getting to everything I should be doing… My hosting website is the number one priority. That will never suffer. But all this other stuff that I’m doing is crazy & I wish I had more time!

I’m in the middle of rewriting my “Web of Opportunity” Online Opportunity eCourse. That I’m trying to do while at the same time…

I just discovered an incredible niche market. I do a lot of promoting via Google Adwords and I have just fallen into a very profitable campaign. This one campaign is easily going to make me thousands of dollars over this next year starting now!

It came out of no where and I’ve made 7 large commissions in just the last few weeks… and I haven’t even tapped it’s potential yet. So I’m working on developing new keyword lists and so I’m going after this market aggressively.

I plan on branching out to other PPC Engines to find fresh markets to promote in with this thing.

I also have several potential Joint Ventures in the mix. One of them was in the last few days… I’m not sure what we are going to do yet, but I know it has potential. 

I’m just excited. So many things are happening… I’ve been selling my eBooks with Search Engine traffic. The free traffic from search engines has been dynamic.

I’ve been even getting affiliate sales without spending a dime on advertising…

My eBook “Become Your Own Net Detective” has sold several copies… and I haven’t even fully developed the campaign for this thing yet. I have plans to add a bonus and enhance the product down the road.

I have been bad though. [image: image11.png]



I haven’t been posting here enough. It’s so easy to get out of the habit and it’s a habit I don’t want to get out of. I really enjoy blogging. Sooooo…

I’ll do better! [image: image12.png]



I hope everything is going as well as all of you.

Remember if you are reading this OR are thinking about my hosting packages OR just have some quick questions, I’m here for you. 

I am an expert in a number of different areas and can help you succeed in your business and market your products and website. Just drop me an e-mail if you want to chat.

I hate to, but I gotta go make some more money! Have a Great One!

-Matt Levenhagen 



Wired News: U.S. Keeps Hold on Internet
I found this to be a fascinating news piece found at Wired.com:

Wired News: U.S. Keeps Hold on Internet
Basically a recent decision by the U.S. moves to retain oversight of the main computers that control all of the internet… this is making some foreign officials nervous.

In a worst-case scenario, countries refusing to accept U.S. control could establish their own separate Domain Name System and thus fracture the Internet into more than one network. That means two users typing the same domain name could reach entirely different Web sites, depending on where they are.

The internet is expanding more than ever globally. What a tragedy it would be to see it split because foreign governments don’t want to see the U.S. in control…

But then again, does it even matter. I mean, come on… even if a foreign government set up a new internet seperate from the current, who would go there? The money (eCommerce & Online Business) is in the current web. The only way I would see a business break out is if something new is offered in the new web.

I don’t know that it’s anything to worry about. Someone’s gotta be in charge right? And I think the U.S. has played a large part in the internet being what it is today right? And from a personal perspective I would rather see the control where it is than in some unstable, corrupted foreign body. (I know some of you think the U.S. is corrupted as well… we’re not perfect, but… could be worse)

Interesting to say the least.

-Matt Levenhagen 



WebProWorld :: Google Sued For Click Fraud
I found this article at WebProWorld interesting.

I’m pretty heavy into Google Adwords and so it is a topic close to my pocket book.

A class action lawsuit was filed in US District Court against Google alleging breach of contract, negligence, unjust enrichment, and unfair business practices—all involving charges of click fraud. Click Defense Inc, a click fraud protection firm, filed the suit in California in the name of an unknown number of plaintiffs for an amount not less than $5 million. 

Here’s the article: Google Sued For Click Fraud
I actually commented on this in this thread at WPW, but I will kind of repeat what I said…

20% or more clicks are fradulent according to this article. That is something that needs to be gained control of.

That’s a lot of revenue coming out of the pockets of advertisers…

BUT the whole point of this suit is the fact that Google could be doing more and aren’t.

In the past I’ve always defended Google. There are a lot of people out there that try to feed us with unproven bull… that Google does certain things to improve their revenue. 

For instance… my favorite… they provide bad organic results to get more clicks on the Sponsered Ads. :confused:

I don’t think so. The better the results, the more people that will use the engine and the more revenue they will in turn make in my opinion…

BUT at the same time, could they ignore a problem because it makes them money?
They could.

They don’t lose money from click fraud. The advertisers do. If they lost money would there be more effort to control the fraud? 

Do they have a tool they could use to seek out and derail it?
Maybe… and maybe this suit will bring it to light and be a good thing for all of us.

Maybe if more people pressured Google to take more action, more action would be taken.

-Matt Levenhagen



Using Suggestions to Your Benefit
If you have been following my blog, you’ll have noticed I have posted the last few days… been SUPER busy. I’ll be posting a lot this next week and will throw in some extra stuff to make up for lost days. [image: image13.png]



I’ve spent a lot of time on one of my niche forums these last few days. I had received a suggestion from one of my forum members regarding a different way to structure the forum to bring more unity and a better sense of community about.

It’s something I had been thinking about, but this person inspired me to action.

So I really reworked it and am still working on updating a bunch of stuff.

No matter what business you are in, you don’t want to close your mind to suggestions and comments. Forums are nice because you can create a forum within just for this.

But even if you have a website, product or service that is regularly used by people and someone has a suggestion, think about it.

Not everyone thinks the same AND some people might see something a little different than you do from their experience with your product or whatever… AND it could boost your conversions or image…

Don’t get tunnel vision… especially online. Always be playing with new ideas, testing and reworking things… that’s how you will grow and succeed long term.

Have a Great & Productive Day!

-Matt Levenhagen 



My Web BETA - Features - Yahoo!
Well this isn’t 100% business related… or is it?

Yahoo just released “My Web”. It is simply a way for you to create your own surfing web. You can save things as you surf…

It’s meant to make it easy to refind things when you need them.

You can also categorize & share your personal web… soon you will be able to integrate it into Yahoo! 360°.

Yes, this is better than bookmarks… you are saving a copy. If the site moves you still have it. You can orgnize things as you wish…

AND you can import your current favorites!

Check it out here: My Web BETA - Features - Yahoo!
I think this illustrates that Yahoo intends to continue to be a player and continue to offer and blend services… in direct competition with Google. Maybe… or are they moving in different directions?

Google seems to be more business and developer oriented… Yahoo, personal… just an observation.

Remains to be seen.

-Matt Levenhagen



What is Domain Name Backordering? Watch Out For This One!
Your Domain becomes a very valuable asset as your website becomes more popular and traffic increases.

I just read this article about “Domain Name Backordering” and it made me stop and think about this…

The Article: What is Domain Name Backordering? Watch Out For This One!
It sounds like a service that SHOULDN’T exist, but does. Someone could backorder tons of domains for that one chance of someone forgetting to renew.

I have also heard as highlighted in this article that Google is looking at the length someone registers their domain. If you register it for 5 years instead of 1, they might bump your ranking a little for having more staying power. I don’t have any hard proof of this, but it’s a rumor and makes sense… 

There are ways to protect yourself from this type of thing… ask your domain registrar what they can do for you.

Another thing to be aware of is that people have had their domains transferred away from them… make sure you have a “domain name lock”.

Just contact your current domain registrar and ask them what you need to do to protect your domain… or at the very least register it for more than a year.

Hope you’ve found this helpful!

-Matt Levenhagen 



Outsourcing… Relieve the Pressure & Make More Money!
I thought I’d touch on Outsourcing a bit today. First the definition:

Outsourcing is the delegation of tasks or jobs from internal production to an external entity (such as a subcontractor). Most recently, it has come to mean the elimination of native staff to staff overseas, where salaries are markedly lower. This is despite the fact that the majority of outsourcing that occurs today still occurs within country boundaries, especially in North America. It became a popular buzzword in business and management in the 1990s. 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outsourcing
So it simply is taking something that is required by your business and instead of doing it yourself or in house, you pay another individual or company to do it for you.

The reason I wanted to get into this today is because I saw someone in a forum pretty upset. She was trying so hard to put together a good sales page for her product and through here post it seemed she was pretty frustrated and depressed about it…

And there was good advice given and I wanted to echo that for any of you that might be in business and are struggling trying to do everything yourself.

In the beginning it might make economic sense I suppose. If your funds are short, you might have to try and do a lot yourself, but keep this in mind…

The most successful marketers and business people do well because they focus on the things THEY are good at. The rest they give to others to do for them.

Some people will actually just create products and have others create the sales pages, content, graphics and more for them.

In this person’s case above, she could go to a place like eLance and put the job up for people to bid on. She’d pay someone a few bucks and probably get a fantastic sales page.

If you are looking for a programmer, you might go to RentACoder.com.

The investment can come back to you a 100 or 1000 fold. Find people that are good at other things that you are not or don’t have time for.

I’ve done it myself. I’m working on an on going project with an individual who I found through eLance. We are co-authoring an eBook together. The project itself is long term. It involves a lot of research and time, but she brings to the table things I don’t. I bring to the table things & experience that she doesn’t.

We are a team.
So the next time YOU get frustrated or stressed because of time or inability to do something, think about it. Think about going out there and finding someone to help you with your project and business.

Also learn to pace yourself & not put to much pressure on yourself if something isn’t working out. It’s not worth losing your sanity or becoming depressed over something like your business. 

ALL of us struggle with something; every business struggles… We are not all good at everything… Even the most successful of us have times of difficulty.

Just focus on your strengths and your goal. Work at it. Don’t focus on the obstacle; focus on the result your effort will have.

Taking breaks will help as well. Take a walk. If something is REALLY driving you crazy, set it down for a few days and work on something else. When you come back to it, you’ll come back with fresh energy and will be more effective.

OR… simply ask for some help in your favorite forum!

Strength and growth come only through continuous effort and struggle. -Napoleon Hill

-Matt Levenhagen 



Website Templates from FXStyle
My previous post highlighted the fact that I changed the template for my hosting website at www.iiiHosting.com.

Well let me tell you, I used a template from an incredible package of 8000 templates that I bought yesterday for only $40! Some stand alone templates cost more than that.

But this isn’t just a throw together package or a package of old, out of date templates. This is from a new site that I discovered from some old hats at design…

The Templates: FXStyle-Templates
FXStyle is a professional eBusiness solutions company that was established in 1999.

I’ve looked at over 100 of these templates so far and every single one is exceptional. And again you can look at the face lift at III Hosting to see one in action…

I did modify it a bit. I changed some of the graphics and added my own header, but the basic look, navigation and feel are the same.

This one is HTML with a touch of CSS. There is also ActiveX and Flash templates galore in the package.

So I highly recommend checking them out!

Up until now I’ve always just used my own basic templates that I created from scratch for all my websites. But to be a serious player in some markets, you have to look the part of a serious, professional merchant. You need to emulate the look of your competitors… so I did.

Looks aren’t everything. I still provide the same high level of service and products that I did a few days ago, but it may make someone more comfortable buying my services and products if I don’t look like an amateur on the surface… increased conversions. That’s the name of the game!

They offer a great design foundation to work of of and are easily customized for whatever your needs might be.

I hope you find the templates useful. Believe me, it is worth many more times the $39.95 you’ll spend!

-Matt Levenhagen 



III Hosting Gets a Face Lift!
I just redesigned the III Hosting website with a new look and feel…

III Hosting
Look out competition, here I come!

I’ve also done some things with the plans. I’ve added unlimited sub-domains to all of them & multiple add-on domain options for all 3 plans.

Now you get…

  Gateway - 3 Add-On Sites (so 4 sites for the price of one) 

  Professional - 10 Add-On Sites (so 11 for the price of one) 

  Extreme - Unlimited! 

So you are now getting a lot of bang for your buck.

I’ve received some great, positive feedback about the hosting. Rave reviews for the cPanel. 

If you’re in need of a host or want to consolidate some websites of yours, keep III Hosting in mind. It’s real easy to switch DNS and you have every tool you need in a hosting toolbox!

-Matt Levenhagen 



Report: Google to Start New Payment System - Forbes.com
Well this certainly doesn’t surprise me as Google seeks out a way to make revenue from something other than their advertising…

See Article: Report: Google to Start New Payment System - Forbes.com
Most of the money they make now comes from Adwords and Adsense revenue. Billions are made each year… But that’s an unstable rock to be standing on long term.

You never know what can happen in the online world. One good idea can shake and destroy business models.

Knowing Google they will have their own brilliant spins and ease of payments… Something… something will be unique and different that will attract people away from the likes of PayPal. There has to be or they wouldn’t be attempting to break into this area.

They do have a much larger global reach than Paypal and are much more aggressive so it’ll be interesting to watch.

I think Google is unbelievable to watch as they ad service after service and product after product. It’s unreal how they provide developers the flexibility to use their data via API.

They are about offering a lot of services and products, but at the same time they are building a flexible business model that inables anyone to interact with them & find a lot of uses for their services and data.

Exciting stuff!

-Matt Levenhagen 



Day 10
aMember Pro - PHP Membership Software
A while back I was looking for a good piece of membership software and never really found an affordable solution.

When you are first starting a membership site to dump thousands of dollars on some software just doesn’t seem right…

I just found this:

aMember Pro - PHP membership software
Looks promising and got some good reviews. Looks like they have a very active support forum which is a good sign…

It also looks like it’s a one time buy! So there are no monthly fees after you get it. $139.95 one time price…

I don’t know if I will be starting a membership site any time in the near future myself, but I thought maybe someone reading this may have been contemplating setting one up.

Looks like a great solution; check it out!

-Matt Levenhagen

P.S. If you have any that you use or know about that you think someone might be interested, feel free to comment to this post and let us know! 



Sweet Mamma! Yahoo likes me!!
I don’t understand Yahoo… OR do I!?

I’m pretty up on Search Engine Optimization. I know about on page and off page optimization, but I really have been taken by surprise by the results I’ve gotten from Yahoo recently.

You know, people talk about the Google Sandbox, well I want to talk about the more pronounced Yahoo Sandbox!

I can be ranked well in Google and even MSN these days pretty quickly… But Yahoo… takes it’s sweet old time with most of my sites.

One of my first major sites is “Web of Opportunity“. I’ve been getting traffic from Google since early on. Yahoo remained silent…

A couple months ago I did some cleaning house at that site. I changed the templates drastically all the way through the almost 200 pages I have there. I got rid of some Java buttons… The link structure was improved. All the templates match now! (it had gone through various phases before this and I would start and not finish some transitions)…

This could be coincidence or I’m out of the Yahoo Sandbox, but I started getting some decent rankings in the SERPs.

But not just on obscure searches. No! Decent, popular keyword phrases.
Today was no exception. I’ve gotten a silly amount of traffic to one of my articles on that website… leading to a very good affiliate program I might add.

I’ve also noticed my Adsense earnings have taken a jump.
Something’s happening…

I could call it the Yahoo Sandbox, but maybe I’ve discovered the solution to get out of the Sandbox……………

Clean up your act!
-Matt Levenhagen 



Have a Forum Back Up Plan
Do you have a back up plan if the lights go out? What if your favorite hang out or forum suddenly disappears?? Even just for an afternoon; what if you need help in that span of time?

The only reason I thought of this is because one of the forums I regularly hang out in went down for half a day. I felt kind of lost and I thought what would we do if something like that happened and it turned out to be permanent…

OR what if I urgently need to get in contact with one of the members during the outage?…

Or what if I have a question that needs immediate attention?…

OR what if I just want to know what’s going on?

So I thought it would be a great idea to have a back up plan. A second place for everyone to meet in case something does happen.

The forum I’m referencing has a membership around 600. So it is definitly something that could be needed I thought… 

Turns out other forum members agree!

I suggested this in the forum when it was back up and it was embraced as a good idea… I suggested to put my forum in their favorites just in case there is a future problem.

…even had someone pop by and say high (Thanks Chief!).

Your NEW Home Base: III Business Forums
I know it’s not a huge, active forum yet. It’s only a few months old and I haven’t really promoted it yet. But somewhere down the road it will light up. And you also have an opportunity to just chat with me if you have a question about something I posted in the Blog here or anything else.

If you haven’t yet, pop on by, register and say Hi in the Introductions Forum. It literally only takes a few minutes.
I’ll be posting some interesting stuff to stimulate you all down the road or if you have a topic you want to talk about now OR even just have a good joke to tell, pop on by.. would love to see you there!

Forums are an AWESOME way to network and learn from each other. Very powerful. You can ask questions, comment on this and that, or help others.

So put the III Business Forums in favorites and pop by once in a while. Watch & Help a new Business Community grow.

All for now!

-Matt Levenhagen 



Personalized Google Homepage!
Check it out here: Google.com/ig 
You may have to have a gMail account to use it… I have an invite if you need it…

I was wondering when Google would do more with their home page. 

Some of the options so far are:

gMail InBox
Google News
Weather
Stock Market
New York Times
BBC News
Wired News
SlashDot (whatever that is, lol)
Movies
Driving Directions
Quote of the Day
Word of the Day 

It’ll be interesting to see what else they offer down the road. It’s not Yahoo yet, but it’s a good start. I like Google and even before this I use them as my HomePage…

I don’t know why. Something like MyYahoo would be so much more comprehensive and Useful. But I guess I like searching Google and when I go online I’m usually going places via my Favorites menu mostly.

I haven’t even been using my gmail acct! One reason is the inconvenience of going to check them… You can actually have the e-mails forwarded to your Desktop to programs like Outlook, but then what’s the point? Maybe it’s time to consider it again now that it’s on my homepage:) 

Anyway, thought I’d give ya a heads up!

Take care and go make a million today. [image: image14.png]



-Matt Levenhagen 



A Quick Hey There!
Had to post just to post!

I’ve been absent for a day or two and that just ain’t right! 

Soooo… here I am. [image: image15.png]



I’ve been very busy doing a lot of things. My offline business as I’ve said in previous posts is trying to creep in and disrupt the work I’m doing online… I WON’T let it happen! LOL

If you want a good example of how to run a business without spending a dime on advertising, I could just tell you all about my contracting business offline.

I’ve had the business for 3-4 years. In the beginning I advertised a lot… I even advertised a bit in the beginning of this year to drum up some business… but the last few months I had to pull my ads and try and control the massive amount of jobs coming my way via referral & repeat biz.

It’s like a flood gate opened. Only I didn’t want it to so much. [image: image16.png]



You know how they say one day you’ll have so much business or money you’ll wonder where it’s been hiding all these years. Well that’s me at the present offline… little misdirected however… I need to channel it in the direction I want it. 

Where was this a few years ago when I needed it??? Here I’m plugging along developing businesses online, not even trying to promote my offline biz, and NOW it comes alive with projects.

Better than being penniless…

I won’t complain to much. Things could be worse and I’m sure many would want my problem, but I’m having to work late nights and weekends to keep the online show on the road.

Ahhhh… The way things are going this won’t have to last. Things are going well enough online I may just pull the plug in other areas. I don’t want to rush it, but it may happen… Course, I do enjoy working with my hands to some degree…

Although, I’m not getting any younger. A day doesn’t go by I don’t get a sliver or hit myself with something a ruther….

Who knows! I’m a go with the flow, wherever the money is, kind of guy.

No matter what, this Blog is going to stay active… 

I have a lot going on online as well… I’ve been signing up clients in my hosting biz which I’m very excited about! Welcome aBoard if your reading. :0) 

Working on that eBook… 

And I’ll be bringing lots of more great info coming your way right here!

I’ll leave you all with a quote I just found:

“Walking your talk is a great way to motivate yourself. No one likes to live a lie. Be honest with yourself, and you will find the motivation to do what you advise others to do.” -Vince Poscente 

(no idea who he is, but thought it was a good one!)

More good stuff to come. 

Stay tuned!

-Matt Levenhagen 



Google Adwords Made Some Changes Today!
I just saw that there are some changes to my Adwords Account. Someone in a forum today pointed this out and sure enough. When I enter a campaign there is a different look and features!

Just thought this would give anyone happening by a heads up.

I don’t have all the details and I don’t know if there are any feature changes… although I heard a rumor you can set different minimum bids for different countries… Although, not sure if that is a new feature or old… or if it’s even true…

I haven’t found it…

I’ll keep ya’ll posted!

Edit: Turns out nothing to major. Just some streamlining and improved navigation… but is faster and saves some time creating those AdGroups. So a good improvement.

-Matt Levenhagen 



AutoResponders for Your Business
I would like to draw your attention to an article I wrote here today…

About Autoresponders
If you haven’t started using them for your business, you are missing out on a great tool to automate your business and even provide a professional result.

If you have a form on a page to gather some information, why not have it automatically provide that information back once or over a number of e-mails…

Send people download links…

Provide a newsletter…

An eCourse…

Or simply use it to follow up with your clients or customers.

The possiblities are great.

Just click that link above and learn more. I’ve also provided some links to some of the most popular autoresponders out there along with some features you should consider!

I hope it helps!

-Matt Levenhagen 



Shopping Cart Reviews
Are you looking for a good shopping cart for you website and business?

Shopping Cart Reviews
I just bumped into this. It looks well put together and comprehensive at first glance. AND useful!

Hope it helps ya!

-Matt Levenhagen



I’ve Uncovered the Secret to Success Online!
You know I’ve been online for quit a while (a few years) and I’ve tried to absorb as much as I can. I hang out in forums, read posts, ask questions… I read some newsletters. I’ve read info product after info product…

I’ve learned a lot from running my offline businesses… being in sales for 15 years.

I’ve learned a lot by doing… I’ve try this; I try that… online and offline.

I’ve tried just about every kind of marketing method there is out there. There are some I haven’t gotten to, but I’ve applied what I can.

A Revelation…
These last few days something absolutely dynamic and profound has occured in my mind. Something so profound my mind is swirling…

I’m excited! My mind is exploding with ideas…

My goodness. It’s like someone just turned on the lights…
A fusion of knowledge and experience from different sources that made me say, “That’s it!!! That’s how it’s done!”

This, however, is not something I can express in one post on a blog.

I am dropping all my other projects right now. All my focus is toward one thing now and one thing only.

I really wish I could share this with everyone right now! But I can’t…

Not only is this revelation profound and I want to share it with the world, BUT starting now I am going to apply it to my own business. 

I am going to whip up a report or even an eBook… There is so much to this, I don’t know how big it will be…

If you’ve been following me and what I’ve been doing, you will know that I’ve worked on another eBook for a while. It’s actually pretty much in it’s last stages…..

BUT, I think my current material that I’ve been working on might actually become a bonus to the new information.

It is **THAT** profound.
I will keep you all posted of the progress. Good things to come!

-Matt Levenhagen 



More Projects = Less Profits… From John Reese’s Blog
Hey! I’ve been browsing John Reese’s Blog… well just dove in, clicked a link randomly and ended up here:

More Projects = Less Profits
He is right on the money with this post. 

I’m tempted myself often to start to many things and not fully develop what I already have going…

3 of my main sites actually tie into each other:

Web of Opportunity
III Business
III Hosting
All 3 of those sites have one purpose. To help people with their business by providing tips, advice and quality products and services…

I have so many ideas for little niches that I would love to enter. I have many URLs that are just waiting for me to develop, BUT…

I could direct that energy at making what I already have better…

Something that has even made me think today…

Thanks John Reese!

-Matt Levenhagen



How To Survive Until Your Business is Off the Ground…
I ran across this site. The give some good advice on a number of business topics.

Click Here: How Do I Survive Until My Business is Off the Ground?
- From BusinessLink.gov.uk

What of the most difficult things to do when you first go into business is waiting for the money to start flowing… or simply to pay the bills… breaking even is always nice. [image: image17.png]



Honestly, don’t let the hype out there fool you… Don’t buy into you can get rich overnight. Most of that is a bunch of “you know what”.

It is simply not that easy.
The online world is just like the offline world when it comes to business. When you start a business expect there to be a learning curve, expect to work hard, work long hours, and even invest money before you see a decent profit.

Like this site says above:

Many businesses do not make a profit in their first year but can earn enough to cover their outgoings. Even if your business generates more than this, you may want to re-invest it to help your business develop. You may therefore need an alternative source of income while your business is growing.

Don’t sell the farm… don’t necessarily give up your day job right away. I know you hate it and are itching to strike out on your own, but think before you act…

Listen, I run my own businesses, but I didn’t just quit everything else before I started one. 
I got into the insurance business in 1997. I was a full-time bartender and struggling artist…. I dumped being an artist; it wasn’t making me any money anyway. [image: image18.png]



BUT I stayed on as a bartender for a couple of years until I had a good foot hold in my new career. I’d work at the office during the week and bartend at night or on the weekends…

Then when I got into my contracting business, I started part-time, just as a weekend gig… which quickly took hold and I was able to leave insurance and do it full-time…

I don’t just do online stuff. I still have my off-line businesses now. If I make a million dollars online will I close shop offline… probably. But until then I’m going to keep my foot in both worlds. You never know what might happen… I like my bases covered… for now.

Some of the most successful people I know online either are still in an offline business or career and work online as well… or they waited until the cash was flowing big time online before they took the risk to leave their job.

Listen, this is especially important if you have responsiblities. Your wife, kids, family come first. Make sure there is food on the table.

You can still have big dreams! You can still take risks, but make sure they are calculated. What can you afford to lose??

I could certainly stop my business offline, but I won’t right now. I’m doing fine in my current situation. And it gives me more stability which my wife seems to enjoy the most!

Calculate what you can risk; consider combining another form of income until your business is rocking… there is nothing wrong with that. Businesses have done that for ages!

It is not uncommon for a business not to show a profit for a couple years even! Some of the most successful and biggest businesses in the world started that way! True story. I’m not saying it will take you that long, but just trying to show you the realistic side of life.

The key is persistence and focusing on your goals, never giving up AND caclulating your risks… If you decide to succeed, you will in time.

OR you could get lucky and strike gold your first day… ya never know!

-Matt Levenhagen 



Google’s Patent: Information Retrieval Based on Historical Data
I encourage anyone that is involved with web developement or SEO to read this… You can see a lot of what Google is doing with their Algorythm by looking at their Patent.

SEOmoz | Google’s Patent: Information Retrieval Based on Historical Data
-Matt Levenhagen



-Matt Levenhagen
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E-Mail:   Matt@YearofContent.com
Matt Levenhagen owns and operates “III Group of Websites” and is in partnership with “Web Profit School”.

Online Business Coaching & Consulting is available upon request.

Other Projects & Websites by Matt Levenhagen:

www.WebProfitSchool.com
www.iiiHosting.com ( Need Hosting?
www.iiiBusiness.com
www.CampaignBlasts.com ( Learn PPC Strategies!

www.WebofOpportunity.com
Mailing Lists:

Shock & Awe - www.YearofContent.com/shock-awe.htm
The Blasters - www.CampaignBlasts.com/blasters-list.htm 
Shock & Awe

A simple, powerful eZine

A few times a month I will be sending her out to you… the main goal is inspiration, advice and tips to make yourself and your business fly!

Click here to sign up!
